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Devotional... 

A  tribute  to  my  father 

By  Harold  “Bubba**  Lollar  Jr. 


God  is  so  good.  I  don’t  suppose  everyone  can  say 
he  had  an  Abraham  in  his  life,  but  I  can  —  my  dad! 
God  blessed  me  with  a  godly  dad.  From  early  on,  I 
learned  from  my  dad  that  Jesus  was  real  and  an 
important  part  of  my  father’s  life.  As  a  lay  speaker, 
VGideon,  gospel  singer,  deacon,  Sunday  School 
teaQher,  and  eventually  when  he  heard  God’s  call 
to  preach  in  the  la.st  22  years  of  his  life.  Daddy  was 
an  inspiration  to  me  and  the  many  others  who  had 
the  opportunity  to  know  him. 

Not  only  was  Harold  Lollar  Sr.  my  dad,  he  was 
my  pastor  and  friend.  When  I  surrendered  to  God’s 
call  in  1982,  my  dad  was  there  to  pray  with  me, 
encourage  me,  hielp  me,  and  lead  me.  When  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  I  thought  I  had  a  message  to 
preach.  I’d  call  my  father  and  he  would  let  me 
preach  from  his  pulpit.  When  I  was  called  to  pastor 
my  first  church  and  ran  into  a  deacon  I  did  not 
know  what  to  do  with,  I  called  Dad.  His  wisdom 
and  experience  gave  me  the  proper  way  to  handle 


the  situation.  When  I  discovered  I  had  a  little  abili¬ 
ty  to  sing,  it  was  a  duet  with  my  father  —  “If  That 
Isn’t  Love.’’  When  I  was  ready  to  quit  the  ministry 
while  a  pastor  in  the  Delta,  my  dad  encouraged  me 
to  be  patient  and  “wait  upon  the  Lord.’’ 

Yes,  I  have  been  blessed!  A  heavenly  Father  who 
loves  me  eternally,  and  an  earthly  father  who  loved 
his  son  beyond  measure.  It  makes  you  wonder 
sometimes  why  God  would  have  to  call  a  man  like 
this  to  come  home  at  age  66.  But,  I  know  because 
the  Bible  tells  me  so,  and  my  daddy  told  me  so, 
that  God  is  in  control.  In  his  time,  we  will  under- 
stdnd. 

My  dad,  Harold  W.  Lollar  Sr.,  died  Nov.  4,  1992 
at  4:S5  p.m.  at  Rush  Hospital  in  Meridian.  He  was 
pastor  of  Pine  Forest  Church  in  Collinsville  for  the 
last  22  years  of  his  life.  A  great  man  of  God.  A 
great  Daddy.  Oh,  how  I  love  you  so,  Dad. 

Lollar  is  BSll  intern.  Northeast  Community 
College,  Booneville. 


Your  expectations  of  your  father 


By  Kay  Marshall  Strom 


(ZPS)  —  Are  you  demanding 
more  from  your  father  than  you 
have  a  right  to  ejq)ect  of  him?  Your 
relationship  to  your  dad  is  influ¬ 
enced  by  four  dynamics: 

•Your  father’s  view  of  who  you 
should  be. 

•Your  view  of  who  you  arc. 

•Your  view  of  who  your  father 
should  be. 

•Your  father’s  view  of  who  he  is. 

Conflict  and  anger  flare  up  when 

•You  aren’t  living  up  to  your 
father’s  expectations. 

•You’ve  had  it  with  trying  to  Uve 
up  to  them. 

•Your  father  i.sn’t  living  up  to 
your  expectations . 

•He  has  had  it  with  trying  to  live 
up  to  yours. 

I  kiiow  what  you’re  thinking.  You 


want  to  love  your  father  just  the  way 
he  is.  And  he  probably  says  the 
same  thing  about  you.  But  tte  fact 
of  the  matter  is,  feelings  are  condi¬ 
tional.  That’s  just  how  we  are.  We 
can  deny  that  we  set  .  conditions  and 
claim  that  we  have  godlike  love,  but 
most  of  tire  time  that  just  isn’t  reaU- 

ty- 

So  what’s  the  answer?  Brst,  stop 
insisting  that  your  love  for  your 
father  is  without  conditions.  Admit 
that  you  do  have,  that  you  do  set 
requirements.  Acknowledge  that 
your  father  has  conditions  of  his 
owa 

Once  you  have  accepted  this,  try 
to  determine  exactly  what  those 
conditions  aird  expectations  ate.  “I 
could  get  along  with  my  father  if  he 
wasn’t  so  stubborn,’’  you  might  say. 


American  dreams 

Across  America,  families  will  celebrate  their  fathers  Sunday,  June  20. 
This  Korean  American  father  has  dreams  for  his  daughter  and  life  in  this 
country.  For  him,  church  is  the  center  of  those  dreams,  not  just  a  building 
or  an  institution.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  First  Korean  Baptist 
Church  in  Silver  Springs,  Md.  (BP  photo  by  Mark  Sandlin) 

Celebrate  Father’s  Day, 
June  20 


or  “If  I  really  knew  be  loved  me, 
could  love  him.’’  Or,  “If  he  was  : 
Christian,  I  could  accept  him.’’ 

Finally,  work  toward  looseninj 
tire  iron  grip  of  those  conditions  an 
erqrectetions.  You  may  be  pleasanti; 
surprised  to  fiiKl  that  simply  by 
admitting  the  conditions  exist  and 
by  recognizing  what  they  are,  you 
will  begin  to  move  toward  accepting 
your  frtfter  in  spite  of  what  you  per¬ 
ceive  as  his  failures.  So  he’s  stub¬ 
born.  So  be  isn’t  good  at  demon-, 
strating  his  love.  You  cm  love  him 
anyway.  As  for  his  relation^iip  with 
Quist,  accepting  your  father  is  the 
best  thing  you  can  do  to  help  him 
see  his  n^  of  God. 

Strom  is  author  of  Making 
Friends  with  Your  Father  (Zon- 
dervanPublislungHouse,  19^). 


ee  cooperation 


WAKE  FOREST,  N.C  (BP)  —  For  (he  third  lime  in  lees  than  a 
year,  SotMheaalem  Seminary  haa  annovnced  invoWentenl  with  an 
edncalional  inatilation  in  a  former  Soviet-block  cotuMry.  Sotitheaat- 
em  PicaidBiit  Paige  Paueraon  aigned  a  pledge  May  24  to  cooperate 
avMi  and  nmtmdly  aapport  the  Eamanael  Baptiat  Bible  InatitBle  in 
Oradea,  Romania,  Ae  largeat  theological  inatiMion  in  Earope  and 
the  former  Soviet  Union.  Barber  in  May,  Soathcaatrm  commiOed 
limited  anpport  to  die  St  Peterabarg  Theological  Academy  in  Raa- 
aia,  and  in  Janaary  the  aeminary  began  aending  profeaaora  to  leach 
coaraea  at  the  bitemaliona)  Academy  of  Modem  Knowledge  in 
Obninak,  Raaeia.  Stadenta  at  Soatheaatem  will  beaefil  from  this  lela- 
lionahip  becaaae  it  will  give  them  “an  experience  in  Earope  with  a 
groap  that  it  very  aggieaaive  evangeHatical)y,”  Patteraon  aaid. 


issionary  ranks  shrinking 


MONROVIA,  Calif.  (FMB)  —  For  the  firat  time  in  half  a  century 
the  number  of  American  miaaionariet  abroad  haa  decieaaed,  falling 
from  50,500  in  1988  to  41,142  in  1992.  The  decline  waa  leported 
in  the  I993-9S  edition  of  the  Mhaloa  Handbook,  publiahed  by  the 
Miaaiana  AdvaiKed  Reaearch  and  Communicalion  Center.  The 
decreaae,  which  appHea  to  career  or  long-teim  workers,  “does  not 
mean  that  overaem  mitaionB  involvement  by  North  American 
agencies  it  in  decline,”  said  handbook  editor  John  Siewerl  “This 
mvotvement  may  be  through  financial  or  other  cooperative 
reaource-ahaping  partnerships.”  Abo,  lay  involvement  in  thort- 
term  missions  skyrocketed  during  the  1980a. 


rieny.., 


Former  Southern  BaptuI  missionary  to  Chib  Joe  Poe  waa  elected 
genera]  director  of  the  Baptist  Spanish  Publishing  House  in  El  Paso, 
Texas,  May  19  by  the  institution's  trustees.  Poe.  from  Cisco,  Texas, 
succeeds  Argentinian  Roberto  Oarcia  Bordoli. 


Ethiopia 


The  new  Baptist  church  building  in  Kaye,  Ethiopia,  was  dedicated 
duriiig  recent  ceremonbs  attended  by  missionahea  and  Ethiopian 
believers.  The  structure  is  thought  to  be  the  first  non-Orthodox 
church  buih  in  this  area  in  nsore  dian  1,300  years. 


A  14-year-oid  studbnt  died  in  mid-May  after  she  fell  on  steps  at  the 
Nazareth  Baptist  School.  The  girl  hit  her  head,  causing  her  death, 
reported  Southern  Baptist  representative  Tom  Hocuo.  A  police  inves¬ 
tigation  confirmed  the  accidental  nature  of  the  death,  he  said. 


EVER'RECEDING  HORIZONS 


Editor’s  Notebook 

In  pursuit  of  percentages 
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:Guy  Henderson 


The  1993  CP  budget  shows  that 
Mississippi  gives  37%  to  the  SBC 
for  missions,  seminaries,  and 
radio-television,  etc.  We  give 
25%  to  our  state  institutions  and 
agencies:  Children’s  Village, 
Ohristian  education.  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation,  Christian  Action  Commis- 
aon,  etc. 

The  Mississippi  Convention 
Board  receives  37.8%  for  mis- 
sion/church  services,  including  the 
various  departments  in  the  B<q>tist 
Building,  plus  Gulfshore,  Central 
Hills,  Youth  Night,  convention, 
convention  committees,  and  capi¬ 
tal  needs.  This  means  that  37  cents 
of  each  dollar  goes  to  ministries 
outside  of  Mississippi;  38  cents 
goes  for  ministries  in  Mississippi; 
and  25  cents  to  colleges  and  chil¬ 
drens’  ministries.  Keep  in  mind 
that  a  SBC  mission  board  or  semi¬ 
nary  has  38  conventions  support¬ 
ing  it,  but  a  Mississippi  college 
has  only  one  state  supporting  it. 

Compared  with  the  need  of  vari¬ 
ous  ministries  and  with  other  SBC 
states,  ours  seems  to  be  a  healthy 
balance.  We  are  grateful  to  the 
churches  making  £is  broad  min¬ 
istry  available  to  “Jerusalem, 
Samaria,  aixl  the  uttermost  parts  of 
the  world.” 


Churches  which  give  a  portion  music  programs,  information,  pub- 
of  their  offerings  to  causes  in  our  licity,  and  promotioa  This  makes 
state,  nation,  and  the  world  make  it  possible  to  inform  members  of 
possible  our  worldwide  mission  missions,  budgets,  and  special 
program.  Each  church  decides  events.  Few  churches  could  go  50- 
what  this* percentage  will  be.  It  50.  Keeping  the  church  informed 
may  vary  from  1%  to  30%.  The  and  in  fellowship  does  mean  the 
average  church  in  the  SBC  is  now  churches  can  give  7.9%,  or  10%, 
giving  7.9%;  this  average  has  been  15%,  20%,  or  30%  to  outside 
on  a  downward  trend  for  the  past  causes.  Keeping  the  home  base 
six  years.  The  economic  downturn  strong  js  essenti^  to  a  strong  min¬ 
is  probably  the  largest  factor  in  istry  in  other  areas, 
this  decline,  though  the  SBC  con-  State  conventions  also  have  a 
troversy  has  done  little  to  help.  difficult  time  giving  50-50  to  out- 

Baptists  will  support  missions  side  causes.  Some  may  be  able  to 
and  ministries.  Suppose  a  church  give  50%  to  out-of-state  causes  by 
decided  to  split  the  plate  offering  taking  out  certain  budget  items 
50-50  with  the  Cooperative  Pro-  beforehand,  and  then  dividing  the 
gram.  This  looks  go^  on  the  sur-  remainder  by  half, 
face,  but  the  long  range  effect  Our  state  conventions  range  in 
could  be  detrimental.  Missions  their  CP  gifts  from  1%  to  50%. 
across  the  world  would  receive  an  Mississippi  could  give  50%  to  out- 
immediate  surge  of  support,  but  side  causes  by  first  taking  out  the 
probably  missions  in  the  commu-  amount  going  to  Christian  educa- 
nity  would  be  neglected.  Church  tion  and  the  Expanded  Annuity 
personnel  staff  would  have  to  be  plan.  We  could  also  subtract  the 
(rimmed,  fewer  local  ministries,  amount  going  to  the  Stewardship 
less  literature  would  be  ordered.  Department,  which  promotes  the 
and  probably  all  bulletins  and  Cooperative  Program.  Our  con- 
mail-outs  would  be  slashed.  vention  considered  this  route  long 

Not  many  of  our  churches  would  ago,  deciding  not  to  deduct  any- 
be  able  to  give  this  way.  They  thing,  but  to  present  an  accurate 
realize  the  value  of  staff  members,  picture  of  how  your  Cooperative 
community  ministries,  strong  Program  dollar  is  divided. 


You  are  no  older  than  you 
lel  —  which  is  discouraging 


Guest  opinion,.. 

Is  church  partly  responsible  for  divorce? 


Six  out  of  10  new  marriages  are 
failing  and  many  of  the  rest  are 
unhappy.  Yet  I  am  convinced 
nine  out  of  10  marriages  can  not 
only  be  saved,  but  joyfal. 

In  a  foreword  to  my  book. 
Marriage  Savers,  George  Gallup 
Jr.  writes  movingly:  “If  a  disease 
were  to  afflict  the  majority  of  a 
populace...  we  would  be  frantical¬ 
ly  searching  for  reasons  and  solu¬ 
tions.  Yet  this  particular  scourge 
has  become  so  endemic  that  it  is 
virtually  ignored....  DIVORCE 
(is)  an  oddly  neglected  topic  in  a 
nation  that  has  the  worst  record  of 
broken  marriages  in  the  entire 
world.” 

Some  alarming  statistics: 

1.  Divorces  have  tripled  since 
1960,  from  393,000  to  1,187,000 
in  1991.  What  does  it  mean?  A 
fiiend  said:  “Divorce  is  like  suf¬ 
fering  death  without  a  funeral. 
The  pain  never  ends.  It  is  a  living 
death  and  our  society  does  not  let 
us  grieve....” 

2.  Cohabitation  has  soared  six¬ 
fold  since  1960,  and  now  pre¬ 
cedes  the  majority  of  all  mar¬ 
riages  in  America.  “Marriages 
that  are  preceded  by  living 
together  have  50%  higher  disnip- 


By  Michael  J.  McManus 

tion  (divorce  or  separation)  rates 
than  marriages  without  premarital 
cohabitation,”  reports  the  Nation¬ 
al  Survey  of  Families  and  House¬ 
holds. 

3.  Fewer  young  adults  are  get¬ 
ting  married  at  all.  In  1991  there 
were  41  million  adults  who  had 
never  married  —  twice  the  num¬ 
ber  in  only  1970! 

4.  Only  55%  of  adults  are  mar¬ 
ried  —  the  lowest  figure  ever. 

5.  Those  hurt  the  most  are  chil¬ 
dren.  Before  age  18,  three-fifths 
of  children  will  lose  a  parent  to 
divorce. 

The  church  is  a  silent  accom¬ 
plice  to  this  galloping  tragedy. 
When  was  the  last  tune  you  hea^ 
a  sermon  on  chastity,  cohabUa- 
tion,  or  divorce?  Most  pastors 
sidestep  the  tough  issues. 

In  1981, 1  wrote:  “It  is  time  to 
acknowledge  that  the  American 
church  is  partly  responsible  for 
the  soaring  divorce  rate.”  Nothing 
has  changed. 

During  a  generation  when 
divorces  tripled,  more  than  three- 
quarters  of  all  marriages  were 
blessed  by  priests,  pastors,  and 
rabbis.  Sadly,  most  houses  of 
worship  are  only  “blessing 


machines,”  preparing  couples  for 
weddings,  not  hfelong  marriages. 

To  be  “marriage  savers,” 
churches  must  begin  with  teens,  a 
million  of  whom  get  pregnant  a 
year.  Sexually  active  teenagers 
are  not  learning  discipline  needed 
for  lifelong  marriage,  but  habits 
that  lead  to  divorce  and  welfiue. 
Some  60,000  churches  have 
shown  an  answer,  a  video  series 
that  makes  a  case  for  chastity: 
Why  Wait?  by  Josh  McDowell. 

Parents  can  be  more  influential 
than  a  teen’s  peers  in  making  a 
case  for  chastity,  says  Stan  Weed 
of  the  Institute  for  Research  and 
Evaluation.  Yet  only  15%  of 
mothers  and  8%  of  fathers  have 
ever  talked  to  their  children  about 
premarital  sex! 

Tell  them  of  a  study  proving 
that  those  who  remain  virgins  till 
marriage  have  a  divorce  rate  60% 
lower  than  non-virgins!  Chastity 
increases  the  odds  of  lifelong 
marriage. 

McManus  has  written  ‘‘Ethics 
&  Religioa”  since  1981,  a  syndi¬ 
cated  column  in  100  newspa¬ 
pers.  He  and  wife  Harriet,  mar¬ 
ried  since  1965,  have  three  sons 
<and  live  in  Bethesda,  Md. 


I  knew  the  group  was  getting 
older  as  we  stumbled  into  the  liv¬ 
ing  room,  our  eyes  searching  for 
the  best  chair.  The  big  easy-boy 
chair  was  eyed  but  passed  over  by 
most;  too  hard  to  get  up. 

Hearing  aids  were  fine-tuned,  bi¬ 
focals  adjusted,  and  belts  loosened 
as  we  began  the  meeting.  It  was 
not  a  formal  meeting  and  there 
were  a  half-dozen  conversations 
going  on.  Topics  ranged  from 
Medicare  to  cemetery  lots. 

Several  spoke  of  blood  pressure, 
and  a  ^ygmomanometer  materi¬ 
alized.  The  small  group  compared 
systolic  and  diastolic  numbers  in 
hushed  tones  as  the  machine  was 
passed  around  the  room.  This  was 
the  highlight  of  the  evening  for 
many,  and  medical-related  stories 
were  manufactured,  designed  to 
make  you  feel  like  you  didn’t 
know  teal  pain.  Job  would  have 
been  comfoitaUe  there. 

Orthopedic  shoes  slipped  into 
the  conversatipn.  Mall-walking 
was  verbalized  —  the  one  who 
started  earliest  and  walked  farthest 
was  the  real  hero. 

The  lady  who  requested  prayer 
for  her  “autopsy”  was  mentionML 
Everyone  haa  heard  the  story  and 
no  one  bothered  to  explain  that  she 
meant  biopsy.  It  produced  little 
beyond  the  pale  laughter. 

Retirement  was  praised  and  con¬ 
demned.  It  was  agreed  that  we 
longed  for  a  dull  evening  at  home 
for  sheer  enjoyment. 


Politics  was  brought  up  and  pro¬ 
gressed  rapidly  to  Social  Security. 
Community  service  was  intro¬ 
duced  and  we  talked  more  about 
Social  Security.  Sports  surfaced 
and  it  was  duly  noted  that  40-year- 
old  pitcher  Nolan  Ryan  was  now 
on  Aspercrcine  most  of  the  time. 
Tlic  international  scene  was  touted 
as  a  “bunch  of  old  men  trying  to 
get  their  way.” 

We  omitted  the  theme  song, 
“Help  Me  Make  It  Through  the 
Night,”  and  only  muttered  the 
Scripture  verse;  “And  Jacob  was 
old  and  full  of  years.”  The  fevorite 
color  was  “pitik  —  like  the  color 
of  Pepto”  —  and  the  favorite  actor 
was  not  discussed.  I  had  the  dis¬ 
tinct  feeling  it  would  have  been 
Bob  Hope,  Lili  Marlene,  or  Matt 
Dillon.  The  reader  of  the  new 
book,  'The  Methuselah  Factor, 
lotted  up  for  a  moment  at  this  and 
then  continued  reading. 

AARP  was  castigated  fix'  letting 
55-year-old  Boomers  into  mem- 
berdiip.  “Why,  it’s  like  having  an 
AARP  Jr.” 

“Please  turn  the  AC  down,  it’s 
colder  than  the  church”  was 
voiced  as  several  sweaters  were 
pulled  over  shaking  shoulders. 

No  minutes  were  recorded.  We 
not  only  dispensed  with  the  read¬ 
ing  of  the  previous  minutes,  but 
threatened  the  reader.  The  meeting 
broke  up  around  7:30;  several 
wanted  to  get  home  before  dark. 

—  GH 
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Evangelistic  thrust 
Crossover  yields  962 
professions  of  faith 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  recorded  962  professioos 
of  faith  during  the  fifth  Oossover 
evangelism  effort  prior  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
annual  meeting  in  Houston. 

Preliminary  repmts  include  221 
professions  of  faith  from  door-to- 
doOT  surveys,  135  from  rallies  and 
revivals,  277  from  street  witness¬ 
ing,  and  329  from  blodc  parties. 

“In  every  case  where  churches 
participated  enthusiastically,  there 
were  a  multitude  of  seeds  sown 
and  a  tremendous  harvest,”  said 
Darrell  Rolnnson,  Home  Mission 
Board  vice  president  for  evange¬ 
lism.  Crossover  is  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  HMB  and  ^  host 
state  convention  and  local  assodar 
don. 

In  addition  to  professions  of 
faith,  4,300  people  were  fed  dur¬ 
ing  block  parties  and  at  least  1,448 
prospects  were  discovered  for 
local  churches. 

Darrell  Copelaixl,  pastor  of  Jer¬ 
sey  Village  Church  in  suburban 
Houston,  said  be  eiqiects  a  long¬ 
term  impact  from  Crossover.  His 
church  participated  in  door-to- 
door  surveys  by  matching  a 
church  member  with  an  out-of- 
town  volunteer.  This  was  the  first 
door-to-door  experience  for  some 
of  his  church  members. 

People  participating  in  the  door- 
to-door  thrust  used  a  survey  that 
questioned  residents  about  their 
church  membership,  what  would 
attract  them  to  a  church,  and  if 
they  thought  a  local  church  cared 


about  them.  The  survey  led  to  die 
oppmtunity  for  voluide^  to  share 
thw  testimony. 

“This  is  opening  their  eyes  to 
their  community,”  Copeland  said. 
He  said  it  was  good  for  his  church 
members  to  realize  how  many 
per^le  in  their  neighborhood  do 
not  attend  church. 

People  shared  the  goqiel  1364 
times  during  the  dom-to-door  sur¬ 
veys  and  the  resulting  221  profes¬ 
sions  confirmed  previous  eiqieri- 
ence  that  a  conversion  results  one 
out  of  every  six  times  the  go^l  is 
presented,  Robinson  said. 

Vrdunteers  witnessing  at  parks, 
shopping  centers,  and  other  places 
with  hi^  pedestrian  traffic  were 
added  to  tte  Crossover  agenda  in 
1991  when  the  convention  met  in 
Adanta.  This  year’s  result  of  277 
conversions  was  the  most  success¬ 
ful  statistically,  said  Norman  Har- 
bough,  coordiniuor  of  the  35  street 
teams. 

Street  evangelism  last  year  at 
Crossover  Indianapolis  reported 
198  professions  of  faith; 
Crossover  Atlanta  had  156,  he 
said. 

In  addition  to  the  conversions. 
Crossover  also  generated  excite¬ 
ment  among  loc^  church  leaders, 
Harbough  ^id.  “People  now  have 
a  vision  of  what  can  be  done.” 

More  than  500  volunteers 
braved  humidity  and  temperatures 
in  the  ujqier  80s  to  witness,  serve 
food,  arid  entertain  people  coming 
to  die  21  block  patties,  said  BiU 
Cox,  coordinator  of  the  parties. 


Executive  Committee  will 
decide  fate  of  Carey  debt 


The  Mississippi  B!q)tist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board  has  been  invited  to  a 
called  meeting  June  24  to  consider 
a  request  from  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  for  a  $7.9  million  refinancing 
of  its  debts. 

The  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
board  would  be  in  August,  whidi 
is  after  June  30,  the  date  Carey 
needs  for  the  firumcing  plan  to  be 
signed  into  effect.  The  board’s 
approval  is  necessary  since  the 
plan  calls  for  a  mortgaging  of 
Carey  property.  • 

The  personnel  atxl  policy  com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  at  10  a.m.;  the 
Executive  Committee  at  11  a.m.; 
and  the  full  board  at  1  p.m.  All 
meetings  will  take  place  at  the 
Baptist  Building  in  Jackson. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  last  week  to  coir- 
sider  hiring  Barri  Shirley  as  direc¬ 
tor  of  accounting  and  persotmel 
(see  Baptist  Record,  June  10), 
several  other  matters  were  dealt 
with. 
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Missionary  Jerry  Rankin 
approved  for  FMB  post 


HOUSTON — ^Missiona^  Jerry 
Rankin  was  elected  presi^nt  of 
the  Southern  BrfMist  Fbreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  June  14  by  a  vote  of 
59-14,  or  81%,  following  a  diree- 
bour  executive  session  of  the 
agency’s  trustees,  meeting  at  Sec¬ 
ond  Church,  Houston.  The  final 
tally  fen  five  votes  short  of  fil¬ 
ing  the  needed  75%  to  approve 
Rankin’s  nomination. 

After  the  roU-caU  vote,  trustee 
Paul  Pressler  of  Houston,  who 
voted  against  Rankin,  moved  that 
the  vote  be  made  unanimous, 
which  was  sqnroved. 

.  Trustees’  oebate  over  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  Rankin,  a  23-year  mis¬ 
sions  veteran,  focused  on  Rankin’s 
“personal  theology  and  practice  of 
spiritual  gifts,”  search  chairman 
Joel  Gregory  told  reporters  after¬ 
ward.  The  issue  was  “fuUy  venti¬ 
lated,”  Gregory  said.  “We  fully 
accept  his  ejqrianation.” 

Rankin,  51,  admits  to  “praying 
in  die  Spirit,”  considered  ^  most 
charismitfics  to  be  a  private  use  of 


the  spiritual  gift  of  speaking  in 
tongues.  He  also  acknowledges 
interineting,  or  translatittg,  a  mes¬ 
sage  spoken  in  tongues  during  a 
public  worship  service  in  Singa¬ 
pore,  where  he  serves  as  area 
directm  for  the  FMB’s  480  mis- 
sionaries  in  Southern  Asia  and  the 
Pacific. 

But  Rankin  insists  he  is  not  a 
charismatic  and  not  part  of  the 
modem  charismatic  movement, 
which  encourages  tongues-speak- 
ing  as  evidence  of  the  presence 
acid  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Gregory  said  the  search  commit¬ 
tee  was  likewise  convinced 
Rankin’s  private  prayer  experi¬ 
ences  “would  not  into  the  cate¬ 
gory  of  unknown  ecstatic  utter¬ 
ances,”  commonly  known  as 
tongues. 

Rankin  was  pressured  to  with¬ 
draw  before  the  vote,  sour^  said, 
and  die  search  committ^likewise 
was  asked  to  posqione  the  elec¬ 
tion.  A  motion  to  postpone  was 
voted  down  during  the  dosed-door 


session. 

According  to  several  trustees, 
there  were  enough  negative  votes 
at  the  start  of  the  closed  session  to 
block  the  election.  But  Rankin 
himself  swung  the  vote,  according 
to  seardi  committee  member  Leon 
Hyatt  of  Louisiana. 

“He  spoke  forthrightly  on  the 
charismatic  issue  and  convinced  a 
majority  of  trustees  diat  he  is  not 
charismatic  and  is  opposed  to  the 
modem  charismatic  movement  but 
is  very  interested  in  being  filled 
with  tte  Holy  Spirit  and  very  com¬ 
mitted  to  winning  the  world  to 
Jesus,”  Hyatt  said. 

Most  trustees  spoke  highly  of 
Rankin’s  spiritual  devotion  and 
commitment  to  missions,  saying 
only  his  views  on  tongues  caused 
them  pause. 

Allowed  to  address  tmstees  dur¬ 
ing  the  June  14  session,  Rankin 
outlined  several  broad  principles 
that  would  guide  his  administra¬ 
tion: 

(See  RANKIN  on  page  8) 


The  committee  approved  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  computer  accounting 
system  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  at  a  cost  of  $22,400. 
This  amount  will  be  paid  bad:  on 
a  monthly  basis  fiom  the  Founda¬ 
tion. 

The  package  should  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  accounting  and 
reduce  support  time  by  the 
MBCB’s  computer  staff. 

Executive  Committee  members 
approved  up  to  $8,000  from  the 
depreciation  fund  to  trade  for  a 
1993  Oldsmobile  Regency  auto¬ 
mobile  for  Bill  Causey,  the  execu¬ 
tive  director. 

And  the  committee  voted  to 
table  until  its  next  meeting  a  pro¬ 
posal  which  it  had  tabled  last 
month. 

The  pr(^>osaI  would  give  nearly 
$25,000  to  pay  for  half  of  a  feasi¬ 
bility  study  concerning  a  Baptist 
retirement  facility.  The  other  half 
would  be  borne  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Medical  Center. 


A  family  walk 


The  Southern  Bf^tist  Convention  is  now  concluding  in 
Houston,  Texas.  The  full  news  of  the  Convention  will  be 
included  in  the  June  24  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record. 


'  Jerry  A  Rankin,  left,  has  become  the  10th  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Here, 
Rankin  walks  hand-in-hand  with  this  wife,  Bobbye,  in  a 
Dallas-Fort  Worth  area  park.  The  Rankins’  23-year-old 
son,  Russell  (holding  hand  of  wife  Angela),  and  24- 
year-old  daughter,  Lori,  right,  follow.  A  lb-member 
trustee  search  committee  voted  unanimously  May  25 
in  a  meeting  in  a  nearby  hotel  to  nominate  l^nkin  to 


the  post.  He  was  approved  late  Monday  evening,  June 
14,  oy  unanimous  trustee  vote  during  their  meeting  at 
Second  Church,  Houston.  That  meeting  preceded  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 
Rankin,  51,  is  a  23-year  missions  veteran  and  was 
serving  as  the  board’s  area  director  for  Southern  Asia 
and  the  Pacific.  He  succeeds  R.  Keith  Parks  as  the 
agency’s  president.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


Speakers  emphasize  Baptist 
distinctives  at  Texas  rally 


God’s  image...  intended  to  be  free  upheaval  in  Baptist  life”  have 
and  ie^)oosible.  “doggedly  detennined  to  remain 

“The  next  ring  outward,  reli-  Baptist.” 
gious  liberty  is  the  moral  and  James  Denison,  pastor  of  First 
social  consequence  of  voluntary  Churdi  of  Midland,  urged  paitici- 
faith  and  personal  conversion.  If  pants  to  “stay  Baptist”  for  tte  sake 
we  claim  that  freedom  for  our-  of  8.5  million  non-Christians  in 
selves,  we  must  defend  it  ftw  oth-  Texas. 

ers,  too.  He  said  that  he  had  stayed  out  of 

“Fitudly,  the  outer  circle  is  the  the  battle  for  the  SBC  for  several 
separation  of  church  and  state,  the  ye^rs,  but  came  to  the  conviction 
constitutional  principle  that  serves  he  must  be  involved.  “Taking  a 
as  a  fence,  a  guardrail,  a  wall  pro-  stand  today  comes  at  a  risk  and  at 
tecting  individual  religious  free-  a  price.  But  we  must  tell  them 
dom.”  (fundamentalists)  that  they  caruiot 

Duim  commended  Texas  Bap-  have  the  BGCT,”  Denison  said  to 
tists,  who  during  the  “seismic  a  standing,  cheering  ovation. 


DALLAS  (ABP)  —  More  than 
SOO  Texas  Baptists  gathered  June 
4-5  in  Dallas  to  tout  the  historic 
Baptist  distinctives  of  soul  compe¬ 
tence,  the  priesthood  of  the  belKv- 
er,  autonomy  of  local  conmga- 
tions,  and  separation  of  churra  and 
state  —  pillars  of  Baptist  heritage 
they  say  are  under  attack  by  fun¬ 
damentalism. 

The  event  was  the  first  annual 
convocation  of  Texas  Baptists 
Committed,  an  organization  dedi¬ 
cated  to  keeping  the  2.6  million- 
member  General  Convention  of 
Texas  focused  on  missions,  evan¬ 
gelism,  and  education,  and  out  of 
the  haiids  of  Southern  Baptist  fun- 


Texas  board  affirms 
state,  national  WMU 


damentalists. 

James  Dunn,  executive  director 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee, 
likened  the  14-year  struggle 
between  Southern  Baptist  m^r- 
ates  and  fundamentalists  to  the  fall 
of  Humpty  Dumpty,  because  fun- 
damentaliks  have  “pulled  the  rug 
out  fi-om  under  the  BiqHist  furni¬ 
ture,  denied  the  distinctives  that 
make  us  BiqMist.” 

The  furidamentalists  have  dis¬ 
turbed  Baptists’  “basic  ingredient, 
freedom  of  religioo,”  Dunn  said. 

“Our  fieedom  is  rooted  not  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  (or)  his¬ 
tory,”  he  explained.  “Our  fie^om 
is  rooted  notin  a  church,  a  creed,  a 
belief,  a  bo<^  not  even  the  Bible. 
It  is  rooted  in  the  nature  of  God.” 

Dunn  said  soul  fieedom,  religioos 
liberty,  and  church-state  separation 
are  like  three  concentric  circles. 
“At  the  center  in  the  smallest  aide 
bums  the  biUkal,  theolopcal  doc¬ 
trine  of  soul  fieedom  with  which 
we  began  —  made,  somehow,  in 


International  church  anniversary 

The  International  Baptist  (English-speaking)  Church  of  Bonn-Cologne, 
Germany,  celebrated  its  second  anniversary  May  16.  Mississippi  was  rep¬ 
resented  at  the  celebration  by  John  Merritt,  left,  executive  director  of  the 
European  Baptist  Convention,  and  Bob  Harper,  right,  of  Morrison  Heights 
Church,  Clinton.  Merritt  was  principle  speaker  at  the  service,  which 
attracted  over  225  people,  representing  30  nations.  Harper  presented  con¬ 
tributions  on  behalf  of  the  L.C.  Riley  Sunday  School  class  of  Morrison 
Heights.  Those  monies  will  help  Calvin  Hogue,  center,  pastor  of  the 
church,  to  purchase  English  translation  Bibles  for  refugees  to  Germany 
from  war-torn  nations.  Cither  Mississippians  who  attended  were  Anne  Cul¬ 
bertson,  resident  of  Bonn  and  former  member  of  First  Church,  Jackson; 
and  Elizabeth  Merritt. 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Woman’s 
Missionary  Unions  of  Texas  and 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
were  reaffiimed  tor  ^eir  missions 
suppoit  in  a  resdution  adopted  at 
the  (^uaiteriy  meeting  of  the  Texas 
Baptist  Exeoitive  Boiud  June  8. 

Also,  the  193-member  board, 
which  handles  business  of  tbe>^.5- 
million-member  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas  between 
annual  convention  sessions,  adopt¬ 
ed  resolutions  commending  two  of 
its  institutions  for  their  CTiristian 
ministries  during  the  Branch 
Davidian  tragedy  in  Waco,  Texas, 
this  firing. 

In  the  WMU  resolution,  present¬ 
ed  by  Ron  Gunter,  pastor  of  Hrst 
Church  in  Henrietta,  Texas,  the 
board  expressed  appreciation  for 


the  “close  and  cordial  relationship 
with  WMU”  and  “the  firm  resolve 
of  WMU  to  call  out  Baptists 
everywhere  to  deeper  and  more 
effective  missions  commitments.” 

It  noted  that  both  Texas  and 
national  Woman’s  Missionary 
Unions  for  more  than  a  century 
have  “effectively  challenged  Bap¬ 
tists  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion”  while  hefeing  to  raise  more 
than  $2  billion  ror  mission  causes. 

Also,  it  affirmed  WMU  for  cat¬ 
alyzing  missions  education  and 
awareness  in  churches  nationwide 
through  development  of  excellent  ' 
training  organizations  and  materi¬ 
als  and  for  being  instrumental  in 
the  recognition  of  God’s  call  to 
missions  in  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  missionaries. 


WMU  now  accepting 
grant  applications 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  leadership  development  in  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is  now  United  Stales;  and  to  foster  educa- 
accepting  applications  for  Second  tion  about  missions  and  WMU 
Ontury  Rim  grants.  Applications  among  Southern  Baptist  seminary 
will  be  accepted  through  (3a.  1.  students  and  faculty. 

The  Second  Ontury  Hind  is  an  Grant  recipients  will  be  an- 
endowment  fund  begun  in  1988  as  nounc^  during  the  January  1994 

a  gift  to  future  generations  of  WMU  executive  board  meeting, 
women  in  missions.  All  contribu-  To  date,  99  grants  totaling  more 
tions  are  invested  permanently  with  than  $291,000  have  been  awarded 
only  the  interest  given  annually  as  to  individuals  and  organizations, 
gife;  Grant  applications  are  available 

Gifts  are  given  in  three  cate-  fiom  Seco^  Century  Hmd,  WMU, 
gories:  to  develop  missions  organi-  P.O.  Box  830010,  Birmingham, 
zations  abroad;  to  enhance  WMU  AL  35283-0010. 


WIM  study  Churches  can  begin 
materials  now  to  plan  for  ’94 
encourage  ministries  campaign 


Operation  Rescue  announces 
July  Cities  of  Refuge  efforts 


By  David  Winfkvy 

ATLANTA  (BP) — Southern  said  Hutchinsoa 
Baptists  can  begin  praying  and  Titled  “Hope  for  Hurting 
preparing  now  for  the  conven-  Humanity,”  the  event  is  part  of 
tion’s  first  simultaneous  ministry  1994*s  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
outreach  in  1994,  say  organizers  emphasis  on  ministry, 
from  the  Home  Mission  Board,  Projects  range  fiom  sponsoring  a 
Brotherhood  Commission,  and  Backyard  Bible  Gub  for  area  ctail- 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union  dren  or  teaching  adult  literacy 

Like  simultaneous  revivals,  courses  to  hosting  a  health  fair  or 
churches  are  asked  to  sponsor  a  starting  a  food  dosa. 

Christian  ministry  between  June  Churches  could  stage  a  one-time 
19  and  July  31,  1994,  to  share  event,  a  series  of  ministries,  or 
Guist  with  their  community,  said  kick-off  a  project  that  will  contin- 
Gerry  Hutchinson,  associate  direc-  ue  after  the  six-week  period  is 
tor  for  the  HMB  Church  and  Com-  over,  Hutchinson  said.  “All  we’ie 
munity  Ministries  Department.  saying  to  the  church  is,  ‘Find  a 
“All  we  want  them  to  do  is  some  hurt  and  heal  it.  Find  a  need  and 
ministry  outreach  in  Jesus’  name  fill  it  in  Jesus’  name.”' 
during  the  six-week  simultaneous  Winfrey  is  associate  diredor, 
period,  and  it  can  be  as  simple  or  News  and  Information,  Home 
elaborate  as  the  church  chooses,”  Mission  Board. 


Jackson  has  been  named  a  “Qty  Other  cities  named  arc  Philadel-  At  WIM  s  June  13  pn-Soulheni 
of  Refuge”  for  unborn  children  phia,  Penn.;  Central  Florida;  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in 
who  desperately  need  a  place  of  Gevdand,  O^o;  San  Jose,  Calif.;  Houdon,  ffaneyoilt  said  in  an  iner- 
safety.  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  and  Dallas/  view,  *The  penm  in  the  pw  dm 

Operation  Rescue,  a  nationwide  Fbit  Worth,  Texas.  Q**  ontteistapd  Ifaal  it’s  scri^urdly 

ministry  bent  on  closing  abortion  Focus  of  the  Gties  of  Refuge  sooeptable  for  women  to  be  in  min- 
dinics  and  saving  unborn  children,  event  is  to  solicit  the  help  of  istiy.  We  wart  to  help  them  under- 

has  announced  that  its  Cities  of  “God-fearing  people  to  resist  the  Sand  that  women  can  serve  in  roles 

Refuge  program  will  take  place  evil  of  child  munlcr”  in  prayer,  of  ministry."  Huneyratt  is  mmiAer 

July  9-18  in  seven  cities  simulta-  presentation  of  the  gospel,  and  of  d^(*»n  education  at  Green- 

neously  across  the  United  States,  *‘non-violent  dired  action^  at  local  wood  Forest  Churdi,  Clary,  N.(l 
including  Jackson.  abortion  clinics.  WIM  officers  are  developing  a 

The  ministry  has  also  published  guide.  “Biblical  Basis  for  Ordina- 
ADCDiTi/iU  ortviiruiTiOHii  DDrrrvTC  following  facts;  in  the  last  five  tion  of  Women,  and  an  educational 

UrtllAlimi HMiytJIAIroHALrllLJLWlt  years.  500  aboituaries  have  dosed;  brochure  to  be  used  as  tools  to  edu- 

83%  of  the  counties  in  America  cate  people  about  women  in  min- 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 
since  tho.se  reported  in  the  May  6  is.sue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Ben- 
ton-Tippah:  Fellowship  and  Turner’s  (Thapel;  Carroll-Montgomery^f 
Mount  Pisgah  and  Unit>:  and  Lauderdale:  Meehan. 


WMU  board  launches  VISION  fund 


In  other  business,  the  executive 
board  approved  the  develt^ment 
of  plans  for  a  WMU  enlargement 
campaign  to  be  launched  in  June 
1994;  cJbiyed  a  1993-94  budget  of 


Morrow  leaves  MBCB 
will,  join  BSSB  staff 


Aids  continues  spreading  rapidly; 
focus  turns  from  Africa  to  India 


BOMBAY,  India  (EP)  —  The 
^read  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  is  a 
major  medical  concern  interna¬ 
tionally,  and  while  Afnca  contin¬ 
ues  to  baid-hit  by  the  disease, 
health  officials  are  also  turning 
their  attention  to  Asia. 

According  to  the  World  Health 
Organization,  over  12  million  peo¬ 
ple  around  tte  worid  are  infected 
with  HTV.  The  largest  numbers  of 
those  infected  are  in  sub-Saharan 
Africa,  with  mote  than  7.5  million 
cases  of  HTV,  but  growing  atten¬ 
tion  is  being  placed  on  the  spread 
of  HTV  in  Asia,  particularly  in  the 
nation  of  India. 

The  World  Health  Organization 
said  that  what  is  happening  in 
Asia  today  is  similar  to  what  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  early  days  of  the  epi¬ 


demic  in  Africa.  With  50%  of  the 
worid’s  pt^Hilation,  Asia  is*  likely 
to  be  the  next  major  AIDS  epicen¬ 
ter  by  the  year  2000. 

In  Asia  as  a  whole,  an  estimated 
1.5  million  people  are  infected 
with  HIV.  In  November,  1992, 
India  had  almost  11,000  con¬ 
firmed  cases  of  HIV  infection, 
according  to  World  Vision,  a 
number  that  even  the  govemiitent 
acknowledges  is  deceptively  low 
because  the  country  la^  an  orga¬ 
nized,  wideqnead  testing  system. 
Of  this  infected  group,  242  have 
developed  full-blown  cases  of 
AIDS.  Already,  1 10  have  (tied  as  a 
result  of  the  diMase.  Various  esti¬ 
mates,  including  one  from  the 
World  Health  Organization 
(WHO),  claim  that  one  million 


Indians  are  infected  with  HTV. 

According  to  World  Vision, 
although  the  disease  is  still  in  the 
early  stages  in  India,  the  nation  of 
870  million  bas  all  of  the  elements 
to  create  an  AIDS  disaster:  wide¬ 
spread  poverty  and  ignorance,  a 
largely  unscreened  blood  suf^ly, 
and  an  overburdened  health  care 
system.  WHO  predicts  that  if  the 
virus  goes  unchecked,  India  could 
have  five  million  HIV-infected 
peofde  and  one  million  full-blown 
AIDS  cases  by  the  year  2000. 

The  AIDS  virus,  which  ravages 
the  immune  system  and  leaves 
victims  vulnerable  to  deadly  bouts 
with  tuberculosis,  pneumonia, 
cancers,  and  various  infections, 
has  the  potential  to  overwhelm 
India’s  riiedical  system. 


Hunger  giving  leaps  $1  million  in  1992 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  giving  to  fight  world 
hunger  leaped  a  whopping  $1  mil¬ 
lion,  or  12%,  during  1992,  and 
Baptist  leaders  foresee  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  another  giant  step  this 
year. 

Like  a  hard  rain  in  the  middle  of 
a  long  dry  spell,  the  increase  broke 
a  pattern  of  decline  and  stagnation 
in  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
hunger  giving  since  1984.  T^ 
$8.84  million  given  during  1992  is 
the  highest  since  1988  and  the 
fifth-highest  year  since  the  SBC 
began  its  hunger  collection  in 
1974. 

The  increase  was  not  uniform 
but  instead  reflected  variances  on 
a  state-by-state  basis.  For  instance, 
giving  to  world  hunger  causes  in 


By  Louis  Moore 

the  Northwest  Convention  shot  up 
689%,  while  in  Virginia  the 
iiKtease  was  3.4%.  Mississippi 
fell  back  5.7%  aixl  Texas  declined 
6.4%.  The  worst  drop  of  the  10 
stales  that  fell  was  in  Iowa,  down 
54.4%. 

States  showing  large  increases 
were  Alaska,  20%;  Arizona, 
32.1%;  Arkansas,  433%;  Califor¬ 
nia.  11.38%;  the  Dakotas,  38.2%; 
Inchana,  31.8%;  Kansas -Nebraska, 
10.6%;  Kentucky,  14.5%;  Min¬ 
nesota- Wisconsin,  33.9%;  Neva¬ 
da,  84%;  New  Mexico,  18.5%; 
New  York,  40.5%;  Ohio.  19.8%; 
Oklahoma.  10.6%;  Pennsylvania, 
15.9%;  Tennessee,  160.2%;  Utah- 
Idaho,  12.9%;  West  Virginia, 
59.3%;  Wyoming,  97%;  and 
Canada  and  other  countries. 


117.8%. 

The  upturn  prompted  words  of 
praise  a^  caution  from  conven¬ 
tion  leaders  who  work  in  the  area 
of  world  hunger. 

Bob  Nash  of  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  said  during  the  first 
four  months  of  1993  hrager  giv¬ 
ing  has  increased  another  17.2%. 

“In  the  context  of  the  declining 
economy  in  our  country,  the  173 
increase  is  phenomenal,”  he  said. 
“This  indicates  the  continuing 
strong  emphasis  of  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  and  our  Southern 
Baptist  constituency  in  these 
worldwide  concerns.” 

He  said  the  increa.se  is  allowing 
the  board  to  fund  special  projects 
it  otherwise  could  not  afford. 

Moore  writes  for  CLC. 


David  Morrow  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  has  joined  the  staff  of 
the  Baptist  Sun^y  School  Board 
in  Nashville. 

Morrow,  40,  began  work  last 
week  as  preschool/children’s  spe¬ 
cialist  in  the  BSSB’s  Discipleship 
and  Family  Development  Divi¬ 
sion. 


Morrow 


Since  1989,  he  has  been  a  con¬ 
sultant  in  preschool  arxl  children’s 
work  for  the  convention  board. 

From  1990-91,  he  was  a  presen¬ 
ter  with  Video  Dynamics  of  Jack- 
son.  He  was  minister  of  education 
and  administration  at  Hist  Church, 
Brandon,  1983-89;  minister  of 
education  and  administration  at 
Bowmar  Avenue  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  1979-83;  and  was  minister 
of  education  and  youth  at  Brook- 
wood  Baptist  Church,  Oklahoma 
City,  1977-79.  Earlier,  he  owned 
and  operated  (^ality  T(^,  a  silk 
screen  textile  printing  business. 

Morrow  is  a  graduate  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  College  and  earned  the  mas¬ 
ter  of  religious  education  degree 
from  Sout^estem  Seminary,  Fort 
Worth. 

A  native  of  Lawton,  Okla.,  Mor¬ 
row  is  married  to  Amy  Lynn 
Mosley.  They  have  three  daugh¬ 
ters,  Jennifer,  born  in  1974; 
Heather,  1975;  and  Stacy,  1980. 

Mose  Dangerfield,  department 
director  and  Morrow’s  supervisor, 
said,  “David  has  been  a  very  cre¬ 
ative  and  hard  working  addition  to 
our  staff.  We  sincerely  regret  los¬ 
ing  a  person  of  his  character,  per¬ 
sonality,  and  abilities.” 


Choral  music  composer 
Parks  dies  before  session 


HOUSTON  (BP)  —  Church 
choral  music  composer  Joe 
Parks,  66,  died  June  10  of  a 
heart  attack  about  40  minutes 
before  he  was  to  lead  a  reading 
session  of  new  music  at  a  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board  con¬ 
ference. 

He  was  the  composer  of  nearly 


1,000  musical  titles  and  author 
of  “Songleading  Made  Easy,” 
published  by  the  BSSB’s  Con¬ 
vention  Press. 

In  addition  to  his  wife.  Parks 
is  survived  by  three  sons, 
Michael,  of  Warner  Robbins. 
Ga.;  Monty  of  Augusta.  Ga.;  and 
Marty  of  Jackson. 


LOTTIE  MOON  GIVING  DROPS  SECOND  TIME  IN  THREE 
YEARS:  RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Giving  to  Soutbeni  Baptists’  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Christinas  Offering  for  foreign  missions  fell  to  ^0.980,881 
in  1992,  a  decrease  of  about  $378,0(X)  from  1991.  The  total,  tallied 
when  the  books  closed  May  31,  reflects  the  secoi^  time  in  thiw  years 
the  peering  has  dropped  from  the  year  before.  The  shoitfall  is  about  $3 
million  less  than  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  expected  when  it  planned 
its  1993  budget  last  October,  but  it  didn’t  equal  the  $1.5  million 
decrease  the  l^aid  projected  earlier.  It  comes  at  a  time  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists’  umfied^ving  plan,  the  Cooperative  Program,  also  shows  signs 
of  leveling.  The  Cooperative  Program  fell  in  1991  and  1992.  Through 
April,  it  ^ws  a  slimt  decrease  compared  to  the  same  period  in  1992. 
The  Lottie  Moon  omring  and  receipts  from  the  Cooperative  Program 
are  budge^  to  pay  fm  84%  of  Southern  Baptists’  $184  million  for¬ 
eign  missions  prognun  in  1993.  Investment  income  and  hunger  gifts 
account  for  an  additional  1 1  percent  of  the  board’s  expected  income. 

CHURCHES  MAY  USE  SCHOOLS,  SUPREME  COURT  RULES: 
WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  In  a  decision  both  unsurprising  and  unani¬ 
mous,  the  Supreme  Court  recently  ruled  public  schools  may  not  refuse 
churches  use  of  their  buildings  when  use  by  other  groups  is  allowed. 
The  Court’s  nine  justices  agreed  June  7  a  New  York  school  district 
violated  the  free  speech  rights  of  an  evangeUced  church  when  it  pro¬ 
hibited  Lamb’s  Chapel  from  renting  space  at  a  high  school  to  show  a 
film  series  on  tiu  family.  The  Court’s  opinion  also  found  the  church’s 
use  of  the  facilities  would  not  be  an  unconstitutional  establishment  of 
religion.  “I  am  pleased  but  not  surprised  that  the  Court  ruled  to  over¬ 
turn  the  lower  court  decision,  which  was  as  blatant  an  example  of 
antireligious  prejudice  as  has  come  before  the  Supreme  Court  in 
recent  years,"  said  Richard  Land,  execfitive  director  of  the  Christian 
Life  Commission. 

ARKANSAN  GIVING  $1  MILLION  FOR  ANNUITY  BOARD 
ENDOWMENT:  DALLAS  —  The  Harvey  and  Bernice  Jones  Chari¬ 
table  Trust  of  Springdale,  Ark.,  has  announced  a  $I  million  gift  to  the 
Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Paul  W.  Powell, 
president  of  the  Annuity  Board,  announced  the  gift  today  as  a  part  of 
the  Board’s  “A  Time  to  Remember”  campaign  for  its  Endowment  Min¬ 
istry.  "In  her  conversation  with  me,^’  said  Powell,  “Mrs.  Jones 
expressed  a  desire  to  help  retired  pastors,  missionaries,  other  church 
workers  and  their  widows  who  are  in  financial  need.  Her  magnificent 
gift  will  accomplish  her  goal  in  a  wonderful  way.”  The  gift,  to  be  paid 
over  two  years,  will  be  applied  to  endowment  for  the  Amiuity  Board’s 
Adopt  An  Annuitant  Program. 

APPELLATE  COURT  UPHOLDS  PARENTAL  INVOLVEMENT 
IN  MINOR  ABORTION:  NEW  ORLEANS  (EP)  —  The  U  S.  Court  of 
Appeals  for  the  Fifth  Circuit  ruled  May  26  that  Mississippi  can  require 
the  consent  of  both  parents  or  a  Judge  for  a  minor  to  obtain  an  abor¬ 
tion.  The  ruling  overturned  a  lower  court  decision  that  called  the 
requirement  unconstitutional.  This  was  the  first  time  a  federal  appeals 
court  had  upheld  the  mandatory  involvement  of  two  parents  since  1990 
when  a  Minnesota  law  requiring  two-parent  notification  or  Judicial 
consent  was  upheld.  By  a  2-1  vote,  the  appeals  court  said  consent 
requirement  in  the  1986  law  was  a  constitutionally  permissible  way  for 
the  state  to  "express  profound  respect  for  the  life  of  the  unborn."  Mis¬ 
sissippi's  24-hour  waiting  period  and  itrformed  consent  requirements 
have  already  been  upheld  by  federal  courts. 

SWINDOLL  APPOINTED  TO  DALLAS  SEMINARY'S  HIGH¬ 
EST  POST:  DALLAS  (EP)  —  Charles  SwindoU  will  become  the  new 
president  of  the  Dallas  Theological  Seminary,  effective  July  1.  1994. 
Ife  succeeds  Donald  K.  Campbell,  who  is  retiring  from  the  post.  Swin- 
doll,  58,  will  remain  ais  president  of  Insight  for  Living,  the  daily  radio 
ministry  through  which  he  is  heard  across  the  country.  Ife  w^  also 
remain  in  tus  position  as  senior  pastor  of  Hrst  Evangelical  Free  Church 
in  lAillerton,  Calif.  John  Sailhamer,  currently  an  associate  professor  of 
Old  Testament  and  Semitic  Languages  at  Trinity  Evangdical  Divinity 
School  in  Deerfield,  ill.,  has  been  selected  to  serve  as  provost  of  the 
I  .OOO-student  school  under  SwindoU. 

AIDS  HOME  TO  BE  •‘PLACE  OF  LIFE”  FOR  BRAZILIAN 
STREET  KIDS:  (YWAM)  —  Some  of  Brazil's  abandoned  children  now 
have  the  chance  to  experience  the  love  and  security  of  a  home  for  the 
first  time.  The  House  of  Refuge  is  opening  its  doors  to  street  children 
with  AIDS.  The  four-storey  sanctuary  established  by  Youth  With  a  Mis¬ 
sion  is  located  in  downtown  Belo  Horizonte  —  Brazil's  fourth-largest 
city.  It  can  house  20  babies  and  teenagers,  and  is  staffed  by  YWAM 
volunteers  trained  in  basic  health  care.  Experts  predict  that  Brazil 
faces  an  AIDS  crisis  among  its  estimated  six  million  street  children, 
with  widespread  prostitution  and  promiscuity  quickly  spreading  the 
virus  among  the  six-  to  18-year-olds.  Three  other  YWAiM  centers  in  the 
city  provide  help  for  other  street  kids,  including  a  drop-in  center,  feed¬ 
ing  programs,  vocational  training,  and  two  halfway  houses  for  those 
wanting  to  make  a  new  start 


Locks  hold  as  missionaries 
wait  out  Angolan  looters 

By  Craig  Bird 

LUANDA,  Aiigola  (BP)  ■ —  Yet-  residence.  That  house  was  not  letkly  living  in  Zlimbabwe,  planned 
eran  Southern  Baptist  niissioiuuies  occupied  since  feUow  missionaries  to  fly  iiko  Luanda  June  12  to  assess 
Curtis  and  Betty  Dixon  ^nt  five  Don  and  Carol  Minsbew  are  on  the  situadon.  The  last  word  he  had 
hours  on  the  floor  June  7  while  .  tetnporary  assignmerk  in  Kenya.  was  that  the  house  where  he  and 
bar^ts  tried  to  shoot  the  locks  off  The  Dixons  now  have  moved  his  wife,  Susan,  Uved  in  Huambo 
their  home  in  Angola  and  looted  across  Luanda,  Angola’s  aqntal,  to  had  not  been  damaged  or  looted, 
the  house  next  door,  j  stay  with  Assembly  of  God  mis-  But  what  has  hiq)pened  in  the  imer- 

Tl^g^ixons,  of  Stroud,  Okla.,  sionaty  friends.  vening  months  is  unknown, 

awakened  around  midnight  when  The  rekindling  (rftte  30-year-old  The  Minshews  are  planning  to 
the  bandits  began  firing.  Four  bul-  Angolan  civil  war  immediately  transfer  to  Namibia  while  missioo- 
lets  pen^nted  the  from  door  te  after  multi-patty  elections  has  left  aries  John  and  Wame  Dina  are  con- 
house  and  die  utenor  walls,  exitiiig  Luanda  in  chaos  and  Soutfaem  Bip-  sidering  working  in  Mozambique 
through  the  kitchen  door.  But  the  tist  mission  work  in  disarray.  M^  —  like  Angola,  a  former  Por- 
locks  held.  The  houses  are  {uefabii-  sionaries  have  little  hope  stalnlity  tuguese  colony.  Bob  and  Susan 
caied  alianirami  structures.  will  return  sooil  The  Dixons,  who  Evans,  the  fifth  missionary  couple'' 

Tire  missionaty  couple  roeot  the  have  evacuated  the  country  several  assigned  to  Angola,  are  in 
lemamder  of  the  night  on  me  flow  times  before,  infeend  to  remain  if  at  study  in  Portugal  and  also  are  1^- 
of  their  bedroom  listening  to  the  all  possible.  ing  at  other  mission  service  options 

gang  looting  an  adjacent  mission  Missionary  Mark  Hatfield,  cur-  Bird  writes  for  FMB. 

Iranian  policy  makes  conversion 
to  Christ  more  life-threatening 

By  Mike  CresweB 

BRUSSELS,  Belgium  (BP)  —  tied  out  by  the  government.  Apos-  A  noose  was  placed  around  the 
Muslims  in  Iran  who  openly  tasy,  however,  is  seen  as  a  serious  mao’s  neck  and  his  family  was 
declare  Christianity  are  more  likely  offense.  marched  in  before  him.  Officials 

to  be  executed  following  a  change  Muslims  who  become  Christians  told  him  to  repudiate  Christianity 
in  government  policy  there.  '  in  Iran  at  limes  have  faced  intense  and  be  loyal  to  Islam  or  they 

Under  a  new  policy,  converts  to  persecution,  prison  sentences,  or  would  hang  his  family  after  him. 
Oiristianity  are  being  charged  with  executions  by  government  leaders  He  broke  under  the  pressure  and 
“apostasy”  or  “blaspheming  the  who  see  themselves  as  agents  of  said  he  would  give  up  Christianity. 
Prophet  Muhammad,”  reported  Allah.  Mehdi  Dibaj,  a  Christian  Christians,  mostly  ethnic  Armen- 
Iranian  Christians  living  outside  evangelist  who  help^  translate  the  ian  and  Assyrian  groups,  make  up 
Iran.  U^er  Islamic  law,  called  New  Testament  into  Farsi,  has  about  1%  of  Iran’s  54  million  peo- 
“sharia,”  a  judge  is  required  to  been  imprisoned  for  eight  years,  pie.  Evangelicals  make  up  a  small 
issue  a  death  sentence  for  these  for  example.  He  spent  two  of  the  percentage  of  the  general  Christian 
offen^.  eight  years  in  solitmy  confinement  population.  About  half  of  these 

Chri^ans  inside  the  country  fear  in  a  3-by-3-foot  cell  with  no  light.  live  in  Tehran,  the  capital.  Most 
the  policy  change  will  make  evan-  Recently,  Iranian  Christians  said,  are  Presbyterian,  Anglican,  and 
gelistic  outreach  even  more  diffi-  a  church  member  was  ordered  to  members  of  the  Assemblies  of 
cult.  Executions  for  general  offens-  appear  in  court  and  report  on  his  God,  an  indigenous  group  not  con¬ 
es  such  u  drug  trafficking  are  ^or’s  sermons.  When  he  refused  nected  with  an  outside  denomina- 
common  in  Iran,  accorebng  to  pr^  he  was  accused  of  the  crime  of  bon.  There  are  no  known  Bapbsts 
reports,  but  executions  of  Chris-  “apostasy,”  or  abandoning  I.slam,  in  Iran, 
bans  have  not  been  roubnely  car-  and  condemned  to  death.  Creswell  writes  for  FMB. 


Glad  to  see  him 

Workers  pulling  orass  from  a  rice  field  outside  helped  them  get  started  and  find  places  to  sell  their 
Keniet^  Malt,  greet  ^uthem  Baptist  missionary  Mike  rice.  The  workers  often  sing,  accompanied  by  a  drum- 
Krahwinkel  Renter  right)  when  he  comes  to  inspect  mer,  making  a  monotonous  chore  more  enjoyable 
thetr  field.  Krahwinkel.  an  agricultural  evangelist.  (FMB  photo  by  Don  Rutledge) 


seIo 


What  1  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetopj^JVIattheu^^ 


June  17  1993  HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


GET  involved/ 


EXTENDED  \\UWS 
SESSION 


The  Challenge  of  Extended  Session! 

Extended  session  is  one  of  the  most  talked  about 
preschool  topics.  Let's  look  at  some  questions  about 
extended  session.  What  is  extended  session?  Why 
have  extended  session?  Who  attends?  What  rooms 
are  used?  Who  is  responsible  for  teaching?  Who  dis¬ 
covers,  enlists,  trains,  schedules,  and  guides  the 
extended  session  teachers? 

W/Mf  is  extended  session?  It  is  the  time  during  the 
worship  service  when  the  preschoolers,  whose  parents 
are  in  the  worship  service,  remain  in  the  same  room 
where  they  are  taught  during  Sunday  School  and/or 
Discipleship  Training.  Extended  session  is  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  Bible  teaching  and  is  provided  before  or  after 
Sunday  School  and  after  Discipleship  Training.  It  is  not 
a  "service"  to  families  ("baby-sitting")  but  an  educa¬ 
tional  ministry  in  the  development  and  growth  of  each 
child.  Because  extended  session  is  a  teaching  time, 
the  preschool  room  will  not  have  a  loudspeaker  inter¬ 
rupting  the  Bible  teaching  by  broadcasting  the  adult- 
centered  worship  service.  Extended  session  teachers 
may  enjoy  the  courtesy  of  a  church  who  provides 
them  a  complimentary  cassette  recording  of  the  ser¬ 
vice. 

Why  have  extended  sessionf  We  are  commanded  to 
instruct  (teach)  children  at  all  times  (Deut.  6;  4-7). 
Gathering  as  a  church  to  learn  about  God  and  Jesus  is 
vital  to  preparing  for  life's  challenges  and  opportuni¬ 
ties.  While  parents  are  in  worship,  they  know  their 
preschoolers  are  busy  learning  on  their  (preschoolers) 
level. 

Who  is  responsible  for  extended  sessionf  Your 
church  will  decide  who  will  be  responsible  for  the 
extended  session  program.  Some  possibilities  are: 
preschool  department  director,  preschool  division 
director,  minister  of  preschool  education,  extended 
session  coordinator  or  preschool  committee  member. 
The  person  who  enlists  the  extended  session  teacher 
needs  to  explain  that  this  is  a  time  of  teaching  and  not 
just  "baby-sitting  in  the  nursery."  When  the  person 
accepts  this  challenge,  the  person  enlisting  gives  the 
extended  session  teacher  guidelines  on  arrival  time, 
suggested  activities,  and  the  schedule  of  teaching. 

Artlete  continued  on  beck  page 
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PRAYERGRAM 

June  17 -July  1,1 993 - 

Oray  for  Mark,  Susan  and  Stratton  Hatfield,  mission- 
I  aries  to  Angola,  who  are  waiting  in  Zimbabwe  to 
determine  whether  they  will  be  able  to  return  to  their 
field.  Political  strife  makes  this  an  unwise  decision  at 
this  time.  Susan  Hatfield  is  the  granddaughter  of  Mrs. 
William  McMurray,  formerly  of  the  WMU  staff,  SBC. 

Oray  for  the  Dominican "kepublic,  an  island  south- 
l^asl  of  Cuba.  Missionary  Sheila  Wang  reports  that 
this  country  has  so  many  pressing  needs.  Pray  for 
drinking  water  and  food  for  the  elderly,  support  for 
abandoned  children  and  the  five  volunteer 
medical/dental  teams  to  come  during  1993. 

PI  ray  for  Southern  Baptist  personnel  of  Hong  Kong 
(southeastern  China  coast)  as  they  help  meet  the 
needs  of  countries  in  East  Asia  which  do  not  allow 
missionaries.  This  may  mean  setting  up  student  and 
faculty  exchanges  or  arranging  for  help  with  medical 
care,  agriculture  and  other  human  needs. 

Oray  for  Larry  Ballew,  a  church  planter  who  is  pas- 
Itoring  the  Living  Hope  Baptist  Church  in 
Woonsocket,  R.l.  This  church  held  its  first  worship 
service  on  May  23.  Pray  for  doors  to  open  to  minister 
to  Laotians  living  in  the  community. 

r^ray  for  Carl  and  Mary  Reagan  of  Franklin,  N.C., 
I  who  are  Mission  Service  volunteers  serving  as 
national  Campers  on  Mission  specialists.  Pray  for  the 
more  than  1 ,000  people  in  500  camping  units — many 


among  them  will  leave  from  the  National  Campers  on 
Mission  Rally  to  be  held  at  Glen  Rose,  Tex.,  and  go 
directly  to  mission  assignments  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try. 

rjray  for  Ross  Harmonson,  director  of  missions  for 
#  Southwest  Iowa  and  Northwest  Iowa  Baptist 
Associations.  Pray  especially  for  Audubon  and 
Didney  counties,  where  there  is  no  Baptist  work. 

Oray  daily  for  leaders  and  campers  at  Garaywa  and 
I  Central  Hills.  Pray  that  those  who  attend  will 
come  to  realize  that  "God  has  a  plan,  a  place  and  a 
purpose"  for  every  life. 

Oray  for  the  Young  Musicians  Conference  at 
I  Gulfshore  June  28-July  2. 

nray  for  the  BAPTIST  RECORD,  its  editor  and  staff. 
f  \ls  information  and  inspiration  are  instruments  in 
God's  Hands  to  help  bring  Mississippi  and  the  world 
to  Jesus. 

Oray  for  financial  and  personal  support  for  the 
I  North  Delta  Baptist  Association  which  is  seeking  to 
establish  a  crisis  ministry  and  a  crisis  pregnancy  center 
in  Clarksdale.  They  have  some  support  from  the  HMB 
and  MBCB,  but  more  is  needed.  , 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  PRAYERLINE 
969-PRAY 


Refue  Butler 

Hometown: 
Maynard,  Arkansas 

School  Attending: 
Williams  Baptist  College, 
College  City,  Ark. 

Place  of  Service: 

New  Choctaw  Baptist 
Association 

Responsibilities: 

VBS,  BBC,  Day  Camp,  vis¬ 
itation  ar>d  survey 


Leslie  Spring 

Hometown: 

t 

HammoTKl,  Louisiana 

School  Attending: 
Southwest  Mississippi 
Community  College, 
Summit,  Miss. 

Place  of  Service: 

Pike  Baptist  Association 

Responsibilities: 
Resort  ministries  in  Percy 
Quinn,  BBC  work  in  housing 
projects,  nxibile  parks  and 
day  camps 


Mark  Chandler 

Hometown: 
Weirton,  West  Virginia 

School  Attending: 
East  Central  Community 
College,  Decatur,  Miss. 

Place  of  Service: 
Chickasaw  Baptist 
Association 

Resporrsibiltties:  Resort 
ministries,  BBC, 
Recreation  for  tourist  and 
campers,  lead  in  worship 
and  special  ministries 


Chuck  Butler 

Hometown: 
Pensacola,  Florida 

School  Attending: 
Pensacola  Junior  College, 
Pensacola,  Fla. 

Place  of  Service: 
Covington  Baptist 
Association 

Responsibilities: 
VBS,  plan  and  oversee 
summer  recreational  pro¬ 
gram  for  children  and 
youth 


Bichard  Brogan,  consultant.  Cooperative  Missions  OepartmerR,  serves  as  the  Stale  Supervisor  for  the  10-week 
Student  Summer  Missions  program.  If  you  would  like  to  "help  bring  Mississippi  to  lesus,"  and  would  like  to 
krww  how  you  could  serve  as  a  Student  Summer  or  Serrrester  Missiortary,  contact  the  Cooperative  MissKXts 
Department,  968-3800,  Ext.  3961 .  You  can  take  the  gifts,  abilities  and  resources  God  has  given  you  and  provide 
a  caring  touch. 


PARTNERSHIP  WITH 
HONDURAS  TO 
BECOME  A  REALITY 

Following  months  of  discussion  and  planning 
with  the  Baptist  Mission  of  Honduras,  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  the  National  Convention 
of  Honduran  Baptists,  and  representative  leaders 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  in 
its  May  meeting  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
MBCB  approved  a  three-year  partnership  begin¬ 
ning  Jan.  1,  1994. 

Previous  to  the  action  of  the  MBCB  Executive 
Committee,  there  had  been  official  requests  for 
the  partnership  from  the  Convention  of 
Honduran  Baptists,  and  the  Honduras  Baptist 
Mission. 

The  partnership  will  seek  to  meet  needs  by 
answering  requests  for  help  with  human 
resources  in  Evangelism,  Leadership 
Development,  MedicalADental  projects.  Ministry 
Support  projects,  Agri-Mission  projects,  and 
Construction  projects.  These  requests  will  come 
from  Honduras  through  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  to  the  Partnership  office  in  Jackson. 

Many  Mississippians  have  participated  in 
MedicalADental  projects  over  the  past  18  years. 
Some  of  the  leadership  for  these  groups  have 
requested  that  their  teams  come  under  the  part¬ 
nership  relationship  with  Honduras.  These  will 
begin  Jan.  1 ,  1 994  as  well. 

Prayer  support  is  vital  to  the  success  of  every 
mission  venture.  As  prayer  is  offered  for  the 
existing  partnerships  with  Zimbabwe  and  Alaska, 
please  add  Honduras  to  these  requests.  Groups 
interested  in  participating  in  a  project  in  1994 
may  contact  the  Partnership  office  at  968-3800 
in  the  Bajatist  Building  for  more  information. 


indifferent  attitudes  become  deep  concern,  many 
people  enjoying  a  warm  friendly  fellowship,  and 
spiritual  growth  evidenced  in  the  lives  of  many. 
We  have  had  more  people  become  involved  in 
Study  Courses,  Mission  causes,  and  Outreach 
ministry  since  the  Lay  Renewal.  On  the  Sunday 
night  evaluation  service  concluding  the  weekend, 
the  congregation  shared  testimonies  of  what  had 
happened  in  their  lives.  The  service  lasted  for 
four  hours  and  even  after  the  benediction,  people 
stood  around  for  a  while  enjoying  the  fellowship. 


CHURCH  RENEWAL 


by  Sidney  Ellis 

State  Churdt  Renewal  Coordinator 

When  we  make  a  trip,  we  should  first  plan  our 
route  by  using  maps  and  estimating  the  time 
involved.  The  results  then  make  a  more  enjoy¬ 
able  trip,  and  the  destination  is  easily  obtained. 
The  Church  Renewal  Journey  should  be 
approached  in  the  same  manner  as  any  other  trip. 
It  is  a  Biblical  and  spiritual  process  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Commission  and  the  Home  mission  Board. 

Preparation,  planning,  and  prayer  are  the  major 
keys  to  a  successful  Church  Renewal  journey. 
Through  search  and  discovery,  the  church  deter¬ 
mines  where  it  is  spiritually,  what  is  God's  desire 
for  the  body,  and  what  will  be  needed  to  get 
there. 

Once  the  church  approves  the  Church  Renewal 
journey,  the  first  of  the  four  major  phases,  will  be 
the  Lay  Renewal  Weekend.  The  Lay  Renewal 
Weekend  should  be  planned  for  the  local  church 
as  a  separate  and  distinct  experience.  This  expe¬ 
rience  will  put  a  new  excitement  in  the  life  of  the 
church  and  its  ministry.  Following  is  a  letter  from 
a  pastor  who  has  experienced  this  excitement  in 
his  church. 


''It  is  one  of  the 
greatest  experiences 
that  I  have  ever  had 
in  my  life. " 


M^linisters  Golf 
To  uirname  n  t 


There  also  have  been  some  public  decisions 
made  for  the  Lord  every  Sunday  for  several 
months  here  at  West  Ripley. 

Real  revival  started  when  the  adults,  young  mar¬ 
ried,  and  the  youth  were  meeting  in  cottage 
prayer  meetings  each  week,  in  preparation  for  the 
Lay  Renewal.  The  spark  of  revival  still  burns  as 
some  of  those  cottage  prayer  meetings  still  go  on 
and  prayers  are  still  being  answered.  Since  the 
Lay  Renewal,  we  have  received  into  our  church 
family,  14  members  by  baptism  and  22  members 
by  transfer  of  letter.  God  has  been  blessing  in  a 
marvelous  way.  I  have  never  been  more  excited 
in  my  26  years  of  ministry  about  what  God  is 
doing.  Yet,  I  know  that  He  has  only  just  begun. 

"What  is  Lay  Renewal?"  Well,  words  are  inade¬ 
quate  to  right  fully  describe  it  as  were  the  words 
of  the  blind  man  that  jesus  healed.  He  did  not 
know  as  he  said,  "Once  I  was  blind,  but  now  I 
see."  He  could  not  explain  it,  but  he  knew  he 
had  had  the  greatest  experience  of  his  life.  When 
there  is  prayer,  preparation,  participation,  and  a 
'surrender  to  God's  spirit.  Lay  Renewal  can  be  the 
greatest  spiritual  experierKe  in  your  Christian  life 
and  the  life  of  your  church. 


_  Co-sponsored  by 
MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 
and  the 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
CONVENTION  BOARD 


WHAT  IS  LAY 
RENEWAL? 


Live  Oaks 
Comntry  Clmk 

$50.00 

for  two  days  and  twdlihiches 


If  you  were  to  ask  the  congregation  at  the  West 
Ripley  Baptist  Church,  "What  is  Lay  Renewal?", 
many  would  respond  by  saying  something  like 
this,  "It  is  one  of  the  greatest  experiences  that  I 
have  ever  had  in  my  life."  In  the  26  years  which  I 
have  been  in  the  ministry.  Lay  Renewal  has  done 
nxMv  as  a  tool,\anointed  by  God,  to  bring  about 
greater  church-wide  revival  than  anything  I  have 
used. 

We  have  had  three  Lay  Renewals  here  at  West 
Ripley  within  the  last  ten  years.  Since  our  church 
has  grown,  we  have  had  new  folks  involved  each 
time.  The  last  or^e  was  held  September  11-13, 
1992. 

As  a  result  of  that  Lay  Renewal,  West  Ripley  has 
seen  some  woixierful  things  happen.  We  saw 
seven  souls  saved,  numerous  rededications,  occa¬ 
sional  churcfr  goers  become  committed 
Christians,  timid  believers  give  bold  testinfX)nies, 
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CHURCH  WEEKDAY  RETREAT 

Kindergarten  and  Daycare  Directors  and  Teachers 

Giilfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian.  Mississippi 

August  5-7,  1993 


CONFERENCE  TOPICS: 

•  Building  Relationships  With  the  Home 
•  Developing  a  Policy  for  Health  Issues 

•  New  Resources  in  Church  Weekday  Education 
•  Learning  Center  Development  and  Use 
•  Make  and  Take  Session  foi^New  Ideas 

•  Home-made  Toys  and  Toys  With  a  Purpose 

CONFERENCE  FEES: 

Special  rates  apply  for  children  staying  in  the  room  with  parents. 

“A"  Unit  (2persons  per  room) 

Adults-  $78.40 

Child-  $37.70  (Age  2-11) 

Babies-  $  2.00  \,  VV 

“B"  Unit  (2-4  persons  per  room) 

Adults-  $72.40 

Youth-  $45.90  (12  years  -  12th  grade) 

Child-  $23.95  (Age  2-11) 

Babies-  $  2.00  ,  _ 

Cost  for  Commuters:  — J 

$  1 .50  Gulfshore  fee  per  day 
$  3.50  materials  fee  per  day 
$  1 5.45  optional  meal  cost  per  day 

(Breakfast.  $4.45:  Lunch.  $5.50;  Supper,  $5.50) 

Guests  may  begin  checking  in  at  1:30  p.m.  on  Thursday.  A  deposit  of  $30.00  per  person  or 
$60.00  per  family  must  accompany  requests  for  reservations.  Contact  Gulfshore  for  cancellation 
policies. 

TO  REGISTER: 

Please  complete  and  send  the  following  form  to: 

Frank  Simmohs,  Manager,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly,  100  First  Street,  Pass  Christian, 
MS  39571,  Telephone  (601)  452-7261. 


Name _ 

Address 


Total  Number  Attending: . 


. RESERVATIONS  REQUEST . 

eWE  CONFERENCE  AUGUST  5-7,  1993 

_ Phone  _ 


#Director  (s): . 


State 


#Teacher  (s):. 


On  Campus  Guests:  □  2  per  room:  □  3-4  per  room 

Commuters  —  days  attending:  □  Thursday  □  Friday  □  Saturday 

List  names  and  ages  of  children 

Amount  of  Deposit  Enclosed  $  _  attending  on  separate  sheet. 


Give  Christ  first  place 

Christ  is  Lord  of  your  life.  That  includes  not  only  your 
abilities  and  resources  but  also  your  body  and  mind. 

First  Place:  A  Christ-Centered  Health  Program  is  a  unique 
Lay  Institute  for  Equipping  (LIFE)  course  that  will  help  you 
improve  your  mental,  physical,  and  emotional  health  under 
Christ’s  lordship.  Thirteen  sessions  on  healthful  eating 
habits,  exercise,  self-control,  life-style  decisions,  and  vict^ 
ties  in  daily  life  will  improve  the  quality  of  your  life  and  will 
help  you  make  Christ  number  one. 

Give  Chdst  first  place.  Study  First  Place:  A  Christ-Centered 
Health  Program  in  a  group  at  church.  Materials  include  a 
member’s  notebook,  four  Bible  studies,  a  leader’s  guide,  a 
leader’s  guide  refill  pack,  and  a  supplemental  videotape. 
Purchase  from  the  Baptist  Book  Stores  and  from  the 
Customer  Service  Center;  127  Ninth  AVenue,  North; 
Nashville,  TN  37234:  1-800-458-2772. 

f>isciPLESHip  Training 


Article  continued  from  front  pi^ 

Who  should  teach  in  extended  session!  The  support 
and  understanding  of  your  pastor  and  other  ministers  is 
a  key  to  having  good  extended  session  experiences. 
Sunday  School  and  Discipleship  Training  teachers  are 
extended  session  teachers  once  a  month  or  once  a 
quarter  or  whatever  plan  your  church  may  work  out. 

A  Sunday  School  or  Discipleship  Training  teacher 
enables  preschoolers  to  feel  more  secure  during  the 
second  hour,  these  teachers  provide  a  "bridge"  from 
one  session  to  the  extended  session. 

Other  people  who  would  make  good  extended  session 
teachers  are  young  couples  with  no  children,  single 
adults,  grandparents,  senior  adults,  and  parepts  of 
preschoolers  who  choose  to  teach  in  a  department 
other  than  their  preschoolers'  department.  Do  not 
overlook  qualified  college  students.  In  some  cases 
mature  senior  high  youth  may  be  considered.  Refer  to 
your  Preschool  policies  as  to  approval  process  for 
senior  high  youth.  If  a  senior  high  youth  is  selected  to 
serve,  pair  the  youth  with  an  experienced  aduU. 

Extended  session  teachers  need  to  have  a  special  love 
for  preschoolers,  understand  the  ministry,  be  depend¬ 
able,  and  realize  the  need  for  preparing  for  each  ses¬ 
sion.  Training  for  the  teachers  is  a  must  once  they 
have  been  enlisted. 

How  to  schedule  teachers.  One  method  of  scheduling 
is  assigning  each  teacher  one  Surtday  a  month  to  teach 
in  extended  session.  Two  teachers  per  department  is  a 
minimum  for  meeting  the  needs  of  preschoolers. 
Another  method  is  that  of  assigning  teachers  an  entire 
month  of  the  year  to  teach.  The  teacher  would  teach 
each  Sunday  in  that  month. 

There  are  other  questions  that  need  to  be  asked  con-' 
cerning  attitude.  What  is  the  attitude  of  church  mem¬ 
bers  toward  extended  session?  Is  extended  session 
supported  regularly  by  the  leadership  and  staff  of  the 
church?  How  is  it  promoted?  Is  extended  session  visi¬ 
ble  in  the  church  organization?  Is  it  mentioned  in  the 
church  newsletter,  bulletin,  or  from  the  pulpit?  A  good 
extended  session  depends  on  a  good  attitude.  □ 

By  Linda  Reeves,  Preschool  Consultant,  Sunday 
School  Department 


Singing  Churchmen  return  from  CIS  journey 


“I  can’t  pot  into  wcxds  what  the  favorite  of  Ameiican  choirs.  When 
tripmeant  to  me.”  they  finished,  the  churchmen  were 

That  was  the  sentiment  of  ev^  asked  to  sing  with  them.  So  both 
member  of  the  Mississii»i  Singing  groups,  in  their  native  tongue. 
Churchmen  who  talked  with  the  joined  together  in  singing  the 
Baptist  Record  about  their  May  anthem. 

19-June  1  trip  to  four  republics  in  The  tnstoiical  significance  of  the 
the  Commonwealth  of  Indepen-  tour  also  humbled  the  choir,  the 
dent  States.  Twenty-seven  mem-  men  said.  Invited  to  Kyrgyzstan 
bers  of  the  choir  toured  the  by  the  country’s  minister  of  cul- 
republics  with  stops  in  Minsk,  hire,  the  Mississippi  group  learned 
Belarus;.  Moscow,  Russia;  and  that  they  were  the 
Ahnata,  Kazakhstan.  The  finid  leg  first  American 
of  the  tour.  May  24-Jone  1,  was  choral  group  ever  V 

spent  in  Ky^zstan.  to  perform  in  the 

The  choir,  traveling  under  the  rqwblic.  The  min- 

auspices  of  Mississmpi  Interna-  ister  told  the  choir  ) 

tioiud,  Inc.,  and  the  ^idgn  Nfis-  that  they  were  ^ 

sion  Board,  san^Jn  churches,  coo-  helping  develop  7 

cert  balls,  music  conservatories,  diplomatic  rela-  aoHAiaA/y^ 

and  a  prison,  along  with  a  number  tions  between  ^ 

of  in^iiompOi  concerts  in  airports,  America  and  Kyr-  JauLOAm 

restaurants,  and  on  city  sidewalks,  gyzstan. 

The  chw’s  repertoire  consisted  of  But  the  aspect  of  ^ 

patriotic  and  spiritual  numbers,  the  trip  that  most  2 
along  with  several  pieces  in  Russ-  impacted  the  men, 
ian,  including  "Jesus  Loves  Me”  which  they  could  |  c; 

and  "How  Gi^  T^  Alt.”  not  talk  ahont 

The  trm  took  on  its  indescribable  without  tears,  was 
nature  for  a  variety  of  reasons,  the  variety  of  opportunities  they 
according  to  the  men’s  testi-  had  to  witness  for  Christ,  many 
monies.  was  the  overwhelm-  times  one-on-one.-During  tte  two- 
ing  reality  that  they  —  Chrisdans  week  tour  the  men  distributed 
—  were  allowed  to  share  their  24,000  tracts  and  over  400  New 
faith  throu^  song  and  word  in  the  Testaments,  all  in  Russian 
fcmner  Soviet  Union.  "It  is  a  mira-  Bill  Sellers  of  Jackson  told  about 
cle,”  several  of  the  men  said.  the  concert  in  a  4,000-capacity, 

Worshipping  with  fellow  believ-  maximum  security  prison  in 
ers  also  made  the  trip  special.  Minsk.  "While  we  were  singing 
Many  of  the  men  shared  how  Pas-  ‘Jesus  Loves  Me,’  (in  Russian)  I 
tor  Constantine  in  Minsk  touched  looked  down  and  saw  tears  run- 
them:  He  spent  seven  years  in  ning  down  the  cheeks  of  many  of 
prison  for  sharing  his  faith  in  Jesus  the  inmates,”  he  recalled.  “When 
Quist.  But  he  doesn’t  talk  about  it  we  finished,  we  moved  into  the 
without  prodding,  and  then  he  audience  to  give  away  tracts, 
says,  “We’ve  all  had  haidsh^s.”  Before  I  knew  it,  I  was  surroutxled 
Nearly  all  of  the  men  of  by  inmates,  10  deep,  all  reaching 
how  they  were  deeply  moved  for  tracts.” 
when  the  choir  of  Central  BrqMist  Milford  Valentine  of  Hattiesburg 
Church  in  Bishkek,  Kyrgyzstan,  spoke  of  an  e;q)erience  he  bad  in 
sang  “Majesty,”  a  long-time  Almata.  The  men  were  told  not  to 


asked,  “What  is  your  real  reason  guests  the  subject  of  Christmas 
for  being  here?”  came  up.  In  an  effort  to  find  some- 

"That  gave  me  the  opportunity  thing  in  common,  "I  suggested  we 
to  say  what  I  really  wanted  to  find  some  Chnstmas  carols  we  all 
say,”  recalled  Wood.  “I  told  him  knew,”  Smith  recalled.  “Gordon 
what  it  meant  to  be  a  Qiristian  and  and  I  sang  several  Christmas  car- 
that  Jesus  is  the  only  way  to  get  to  ols  —  they  did  not  even  know 
heaven.  I  then  gave  him  a  tract.  ‘Silerjt  Night.’” 

Ahhou^  he^^dn’t  re^Hxid,  a  seed  However,  most  of  the  men’s 
was  planted.”  e^tiences  were  more  like  that  of 

Many  of  the  witnessing  0(^ttu-  Jimmy  Little  of  Long  Beach  aixl 
nities  the  church-  John  McGraw  of  Laurel  who 
men  had  came  stayed  with  a  Muslim  family  in 
through  relation-  Bishkek.  The  father  is  manager/ 
ships  the  men  coach  for  the  national  football 
estabhshed  with  (soccer  to  Americans)  team,  and 
families  they  he  and  tus  wife  have  two  children, 
stayed  with  in  Little  erqplained.  The  oldest  child, 
Belarus  and  Kyr-  Eric,  is  a  medical  student.  He  and 
gyzs^.  While  the  McGraw,  a  surgeon,  became  quick 
families  in  friends.  Little  added. 

Belarus  were  “They  were,  very  open  and 
Christian,  the  warm,”  Little  recounted.  “And 
group’s  host  fomi-  because  they  asked,  we  were  able 
lies  in  Kyrgyzstan  to  share  our  testimonies  with 


KAZAKHSTAN 


- 1  ^ I  One  exception 

was  the  family 

asked,  “But  why  are  you  here?”  which  hosted  Graham  Smith  of 
Valentine  then  responded,  Jackson  and  Gordon  Bennett  of 
“Because  we  love  you  and  wanted  Pascagoula.  While  the  men  shared 
to  share  Christ  with  you.”  a  common  faith  in  Christ  with 

J.M.  Wood  of  Jackson  had  a  family  members,  they  learned 
similar  experience  in  Tokmok,  quickly  that  the  restrictions  the 
Kyrgyzstan.  Sitting  at  the  dinner  communist  government  had 
table  with  the  city’s  vice  mayor  placed  on  worship  had  robbed 
^xl  the  director  of  the  city  coun-  Christians  there  of  many  rich  tra- 
cil.  Wood  offered  them  an  e:q>la-  ditions. 

nation  similar  to  Valentine’s.  One  evening  as  the  men  visited 
After  he  finished,  the  director  with  their  host  family  and  otter 


Riley  said. 

“Within  30  minutes  after  arriv¬ 
ing  in  their  home,  the  mother 
asked  us  about  our  faith  and  about 
Baptists,”  Riley  shared.  “A  few 
nights  later,  fnends  came  over  for 
dinner.  As  soon  as  dinner  was  fin¬ 
ished,  the  man  who  was  visiting 
asked  us  about  the  Bible. 

“We  talked  intensely  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,”  Riley  continued.  “We 
gave  our  testimonies  and 
explained  the  doctrine  of  salva¬ 
tion.  After  a  while,  the  man  said, 
‘We  have  talked  about  many 
things.  We  have  been  communi¬ 
cating  heart  to  heart.”* 

Before  leaving  for  the  U.S., 
Riley  told  the  daughter,  who  is 
majoring  in  English  in  college, 
about  an  English-speaking  Bible 
study  conducted  by  Cooperative 
Service  International  volunteers 
living  in  Bishkek.  He  encouraged 
ter  to  go.  Although  she  made  no 
commitment  to  him,  he  received 
word  June  1 1  that  she  attended  the 
Bible  study  June  6,  and  in  the 
words  of  the  CSI  volunteer  who 
sent  him  the  message,  “Tell  Tan¬ 
ner  he  has  a  new  sister.” 

“I  don’t  krtow  what  happened 
after  we  left,”  Riley  said  through 
tears,  “but  I  believe  it  is  the  fruit 
of  the  seeds  we  planted  there.” 


FALLdr 

IN  LOVE 
THIS  AUTUMN 


Tlif  Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen  featured  trumpets  in  their  rendi¬ 
tion  of  “Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic”  during  a  recent  concert  tour  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Independent  States.  Larry  Cox,  president  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  International,  Inc.,  and  Ann  Preston,  owner/manager  of  International 
Tours  of  Clinton,  hosted  the  two-week  tour. 


“Wonderful  Weekend  of  Marriage" 
Shocco  Springs  Baptist  Assembly 
Presented  by  Mountain  Top  Conferences 
October  1-3, 1993 


-CaryMcSpadden _ 

Otna  af  top  $olo 
imgort  ef  tadmy  ~  m 
’  po»i  mmmhar  of  »omm 
of tho groatatt group* 
tucktAoOmkRiigo 
Boy*,  ImporiaU  attd  Coitkor  Trio. 


4  dftmmie  tpookmg 
duo  M  komrd  on  tko 
'Focu*  on  tko  Family' 
Natmork.  Autkori  of 
'IneompatikilUy: 
Croandi  For  A  Croat  Marriag*. ' 


•  Doug  Berky,  lonuor  aiiuo,  naalu  and  itorytalling  leacbar  at  tke 
CopenliageB  ComuMdia  School  in  Denauirk. 

■  Full  accoBunodationa  and  all  meal* 
including  a  candldigbl  dinner. 

Registration  Per  Couple 

$125  or  $150  or  $185*  ^  ~Trm 

*  Depending  on  Accoaiinndationa.  vV,  m''- 

RegisIralioB  Deadline;  Sepl.  20,  1993.\ 

For  Moro  li^ormation  Contact:  ^ 

Mountain-Top  Coaferenceo  c/o  ('  Vv  -  ' ■  L 

Pftii  Waldrep  Erangelistie  Assn,  \. , 

1-800.374-1550  ^  >  v 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

McComb,  MS  1-800-748-8681 


(601)684-2900 
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RANKIN 

From  page  3 


FMB  practice. 

The  FMB  has  constructed  “too 
narrow  a  funnel  through  which 
Southern  Bjq^tists  can  w(^  through 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,”  he 
said.  “A  theme  I  hope  you  will  be 
hearing  a  lot  in  the  future  is  ‘The 
Foreign  Mission  Board:  Southern 
Baptists’  channel  for  reaching  a  lost 
world.’” 

In  a  news  conference  following 
the  election,  Rankin  interineted  his 
election  as  good  news  fcv  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  worldwide. 

“I  have  walked  where  they  walk,” 
he  said.  He  noted  he  and  ^s  wife, 

_ _  _ _  Bobbye,  have  been  inundated  with 

diverse,  we  cannot  have  one  global  support  from  the  mission  held.  “We 
stiategy.”  received  such  an  outpouring  of 

—  Continue  the  FMB’s  devotion  to  ^'-affirmation  that  this  was  the  hope 
“indigenous  missions”  —  in  which  beyond  hope  that  God  would 
nationals  and  not  mission’  ries  coo-  choose  someone  from  among  our 
trol  the  churches  in  a  country  —  but  missioo^es.” 

with  increased  emphasis  on  mis-  Rankin  promised  the  missions 
sionary-gcnerated  strategies.  “Indi-  force  would  continue  to  grow,  from 
geneity  does  not  mean  passivity,”  current  3,953  missionaries  to  a 
he  explained.  record  4,000  within  coming  months. 

—  Use  more  volunteers  and  other  And  the  growth  will  surpass  5,000 

non-tradidonal  channels  for  world  X®®*"  20(W,  he  predicted, 

evangelization,  answering  a  criti-  —  (Compiled  from  BP  and 
cism  of  many  trustees  about  current  press  reports.) 


Just  fdr  the  Record 


First  Church,  Clinton,  had  101  young  men  enrolled  in  the  Royal  Ambas 


.ador  program  for  1992-93.  RAs,  pictured,  were  recognized  in  the  church 
.ervice  on  May  19  for  work  completed<toward  their  pins  and  badges. 


13  vols  evacuate  Somalia 


feared  eiqiatriates  would  be  caught 
in  the  crossfire  of  retaliation  by 
peacekeeping  forces. 

Evacuation  by  the  Southern  B^ 
tist  volunteers  means  the  daily 
feeding  of  46,000  people  has  been 
suspended,  as  well  as  operation  of 
22  medical  clinics. 


MOGADISHU,  Somalia  (BP)  — 
Thirteen  Southern  Baptists  working 
with  international  aid  organizations 
were  evacuated  from  Somalia  at  the 
request  of  the  United  Nations. 

After  23  Pakistani  troops  were 
killed  and  a^fHUximately  50  injured 
June  5  in  Mogadishu,  the  U.N 


North  Greenwood  Church  GAs 

were  recently  honored  with  a 
pizza/slumber  party  at  the  church’s 
youth  house.  They  also  received 
appreciation  level  badges  for  their 
achievements.  Pictured,  left  to 
right,  top  photo,  are  first-  and  sec¬ 
ond-graders  Bess  Thomason,  Allie 
Dale,  and  Brittney  Cox.  Third 
through  sixth  grade  GAs  honored 
were,  bottom  photo:  first  row,  Ann 
Ross  Williams,  Mallorie  Thomason; 
second  row,  Lauren  Chamblee, 
Marley  Pentecost,  AHison  Wellborn; 
third  row,  Tabitha  Fidanza,  Kelly 
Brooke  Webb,  Kristin  Gilmer; 
fourth  row.  Jade  Billings,  Sabrina 
Rdanza,  and  Lindsey  Pentecost. 


RATE;  50  cants  par  word,  $5  mMmum.  Cash  with  ordar  axoapt  on  contract 
advartising.  kichida  nama,  address,  zk>  coda,  and  phona  number  in  word  count. 
No  bind  ads. 


First  Church,  Gautier,  held  an  Acteen  Recognition  Service  on  April  18 
with  the  theme  “Becoming.”  Queens,  pictured,  first  row,  from  left,  are 
Elizabeth  Nguyen,  Alison  Felton,  and  Ann  Ngi^en.  Second  row,  from  left, 
are  Francelle  Sanderford,  leader;  Queen  with  Scepter  Beth  Simpson; 
Queen  Christy  Siedell;  and  Queen  Sherie  Miller.  Not  pictured  are  (jueen 
Kim  Staup  and  Reba  Koski,  leader. 

Alta  Woods  Church,  Jack-  meht.  Cali  373-2371  for  more 
»on,  will  present  “Prophetic  information. 

Images  of  the  Messiah”  on  dis¬ 
play  through  June.  The  seven  Calvary  Church,  Durant,  will 
paintings  by  Christian  artist  feature  First  Love  Revival  and 
Kerry  Jackson,  interpret  selected  Jerry  &  Spin  Smith  in  a  gospel 
Scriptures  from  the  Old  Testa-  singing,  June  19,  at  7  p.m. 


BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all  FALL  FOLIAGE  TOUR  —  Octo- 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318)  ber  1-8,  1993.  Visit  gorgeous  fall 
939-2239.  foliage  sights  and  historical 

American  Heritage  sights  in 
BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAR.  New  England  with  travel  compa- 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too  ny  FUNCO  INC.  Itinerary 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service,  planned/directed  by  Neta  Stew- 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  art,  president,  who  served  in  the 
Repair,  Rt.  2,  Box  824,  Laurel,  Mississippi  Church  Training 
MS  39440;  (601)  425-4070.  Department,  1953-1960.  Re¬ 

serve  your  space  NOW  by  send- 
FUND-RAISER  COUPON  BOOKS,  ing  $100  deposit.  For  more 
No  minimum  to  sell.  1(X)%  corv  details  and/or  references  write 
signment.  A  Christian  Company,  to  6220-A-4  McCart,  Box  433, 
Caldwell  Brothers,  Inc.,  Jackson,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76133  or  call 
957-1019.  (817)  926-8755.  THEN  how 

about  Australia/New  Zealand  or 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Branson,  MO,  or  the  Canadian 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For  Rockies  in  1 994? 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 

Brothers.  P.O.Box  186,  Meridian,  PERSONAL  BBLE  QUIZZES  on 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1699.  Phone  your  IBM  compatible  computer. 
(601 )  693-4451 .  #1  The  birth  of  Jesus.  #2  Gene¬ 

sis.  #3  Jesus  Ministry.  $18  for 
SAVE!  FOR  $29  see  the  Great  one,  $15  for  each  additional  -t- 
Passion  Play  A  stay  at  Keller’s  $1.80  shipping.  Ser>d  check,  or 
Country  Dorm  Resort  for  Groups  money  order,  or  write  for  more 
(12  or  more)  in  Eureka  Springs,  info  to:  Marvin  C.  Clay,  P.O.  Box 
Ark.  Lodging  (now  with  more  44,  Monrovia,  Md.  21770. 
showersl),  $10.50  tickets,  and 

meals  ALL  INCLUDEDI  Call  TREASURERS,  PASTORS, 
(501)  253-8418  todayl  DEACONS.  Accurate  accounting 

with  the  "E-Z  Church  Accounting 
HEIDELBERG  ST AMED  GLASS.  Kit.”  (Non-computer).  Payroll. 
Meridian.  Design.  Fabrication.  Record  of  Income.  Contributions. 
Repair.  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1-  Free  Samples/Details.  1-800- 
800-368-2705.  843-6038. 


ONLY  19  ftOO  MILES 
1991 PORD/SUPREME  MINI  BUS 
29  PASSENGER 
7.3  LITER  DIESEL  ENGINE 
12  MONTH  FORD  WARRANTIES 
LARGE  FRONT  A  REAR  A/C 
RECLINING  BUCKET  SEATS 
JUST  LIKE  NEW 


A  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 

MISSIONS  FESTIVAL 


Ruinefreit  July  3-9,  1993 
Glorieta  July  M- August  6,  1993 
For  inftfrnuuum  call 
1800-727-6466 


1980  CHEVY/CADET 
22  ADULT  PASSENGER 
NEW  ENGINE 
(18-MONTH  WARAANTY) 

AIR  CONDITIONED 
NEW  PAINT  IN  A  OUT 
NEW  FLOOR  A  SUBFLOOR 
EXCELLENT  CONDITION 
S  10.000 

•SOITHE ASTERN  BUS  SALES 
1 15  W.  NORTHSIDE  DR. 
CLINTON,  MS  39054 
TFX.  1-800-423-9924  or  924-1982 


No  Baptist  Record  July  8 


There  will  be  ik)  Baptist  Record  pubbshed  July  8,  1993. 

Our  postal  contract  requires  that  we  mail  only  50  issues  per  year. 
Therefore,  the  Baptist  Record  skips  one  is.sue  in  each  monin  of  July 
and  December. 

News  Items  that  would  appear  in  the  July  8  is.sue  will  instead  appear 
m  the  July  I  issue.  Deadline  for  submitting  articles  for  the  July  I  Ls.sue 
is  noon  on  Thursday,  June  24 


Lowdl  Johnson  is  the  new 
tor  of  New 
Hope  Church, 

Lee  Associa¬ 
tion.  A  graduate 
of  Blue  Moun¬ 
tain  College  and 
New  Orleans 
Seminary,  he 
and  his  wife, 

Janice,  have  one 
son,  Tim. 


flower  Association,  effective  JaiL 
17.  He  was  active  in  tte  BSU  at 
Northwest  Community  College 
and  will  attend  Delu  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  the  falL  Lott  worked  in 
missions  last  year  in  the  North¬ 
west  Terry  TiAble  is  pastor. 


NASHVILLE  ^P)  —  John  E.  Rush,  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  stewardshq)  development  for  the  Stewardship 
Commissioo  since  1976,  h^  accqNed  a  position  with 
the  Tennessee  Convention  Ouldten’s  Homes  effec¬ 
tive  July  1.  Rush,  54,  will  be  the  associate  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  development  for  the  TBCH  which  operates 
Williamsvillc  Church,  Attala  three  main  cartmuses  in  Memphis,  Franklin,  and 
Association,  has  called  Allen  Chattanooga,  arxl  a  Boy’s  Randi  in  MUlington,  all  in 
Simpson  as  pas-  Tennessee, 

effective 

June  13.  He  and  Milfred  Valentine,  dean  of  Carey’s  Winter’s 

his  wife,  Qndy,  School  of  Music,  will  serve  as  Oratorio  Chorus  and 

are  the  parents  H  Conference  Choir  Directm’  for  the  Music  Leadership 

of  a  son,  Jason,  Week  at  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center,  Nordi  Caroli- 

A  native  of  ^BK  da,  June  19-25.  Valentine  will  be  responsible  for 

Eupora,  he  is  a  mP  cbrecting  die  conference  choir  for  each  morning  ses- 

gniduate  of  Mis-  K  ®*on  and  jpieparing  the  Oratorio  Chorus  for  a  peifor- 

sissippi  State  niance  or  Rutter’s  Gloria  and  Vivaldi’s  Gloria  on 

University  and  Simnson  Thursday  evening,  June  24. 


Johnson 

Oak  Grove,  Smithdale,  has 
called  Buddy  McMorris  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  June  13.  He  is  a 
native  of  Louisiana. 


Danny  W.  Forrest  Jr.  was  presented  a  license  to 
preach  the  gospel  by  his  father  and  a  deacon,  Danny 
Forrest  Sr.,  April  7,  at  Union  Church,  Lincoln  Associa¬ 
tion.  Pictured,  from  left,  are  Keith  Abrams,  chairman  of 
deacons:  Ron  Simpson,  pastor;  Danny  Forrest  Jr.:  and 
Danny  Forrest  Sr. 

bert  received  an  expense -paid  trip  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  ui  Houston.  Christian  comedian 
Jerry  Clower  has  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  national  contest. 

CHATTANOOGA,  Tenn.  —  Harry  Hampshcr, 
who  retired  in  January  after  15  years  as  a  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  to  Portugal,  died  unexpectedly  of 
a  heart  attack  June  6.  Ife  was  65.  Hampsher,  a  native 
of  William^rt,  Pa.,  and  his  wife,  the  former  Martha 
Leob  of  Corry,  Pa.,  were  married  in  1947.  He  worked 
as  a  minister  of  music  in  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and 
Georgia  before  he  became  a  missionary.  In  Portugal 
be  was  a  music  promoter  in  churches  ai^  a  part-time 
tocher  in  the  seminary  in  Lisbon.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  and  two  grown  ctuldrea 

Bassfield  Church,  Bassfield,  ordained  Jamea  R. 
(Randy)  Gardner  to  the  gospel  ministry  on  May  23. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Carmen  Stephens  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Kelly.  Gardner  is  a  studeia  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary  and  can  be  contacted  at  (504) 
286-8403  for  supply  work. 


First  Church,  Clinton,  has 

■  announced  two 
new  additions  to 
its  staff.  Rod¬ 
ney  Bounds 
started  March 
15  as  minister 
of  activities.  He 
previously 
served  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth/ 
■nds  activities  at 

■  Daniel  Memori¬ 
al  Qnirch,  Jack- 
son.  Joe 
Armour  started 
May  l<as  minis¬ 
ter  of  education. 
He  previously 
serv^  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  adults/ 
outreach  at  First 
mour  (3iurch,  Tupelo. 


Michael  Peeler,  son  of  Percy 
and  Hilda  Peeler  of  Franklin 
County,  has  been  called  to  serve 
as  associate  music  director  of 
First  Church,  Crossett,  Ark.  Peel¬ 
er  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 
State  University.  He  recently 
completed  internship  as  music 
assistant  at  First  Church,  Colum¬ 
bia. 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  David  Lambert  of 
Alcoa,  Tenn.,  has  been  selected  as  the  winner  of  the 
1993  Jerry  Clower  National  High  School  Baptist 
Young  Men  Nfisskms  Speak  Out  The  annual  compe¬ 
tition  is  sponsored  by  tne  Brotherhood  (Commission. 
The  qieecbes  must  reflect  the  entrants’  involvemeia 
in  the  agency’s  Ifigh  School  Btqxist  Young  Men  pro¬ 
gram  for  grades  9-12.  As  the  national  winner,  Lam- 


Woodville  Heights,  Jackson, 
has  called  Kidy  Dvell  Young  n 
as  minister  of  activities,  youth, 
and  college,  effective  June  7.  A 
native  of  Gmnville,  he  received 
tus  education  at  Mississippi  Cd- 
lege.  His  previous  place  of  service 
was  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 

Joey  Lott  is  the  new  youth 
director  for  Roam  Church,  Son- 

J.A.  McCain,  pastor,  dies 

Joseph  Alexander  “Bill"  Me-  Sutton,  both  of  Newhebron; 
Cain,  69,  pastor  of  Sardis  Qairch,  daughters,  Patricia  McQun,  Nasb- 
Hazlehurst,  died  of  pneumonia,  ville,  Linda  Taylor,  College  Sta- 
May  22.  Services  were  held  May  tion,  Texas,  and 

24  at  Sardis  Church.  Ramona  Den- 

He  was  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  ^^^^^^^Hson,  Purvis; 
College  and  New  Orleans  Semi-  brothers.  Gene 

nary,  and  pastored  churches  in  McCain,  Pearl, 

Grraada,  Simpson,  Jones,  Smith,  ^^^^^^^Hprank  McClain, 
and  Copiah  counties.  Jackson,  Marvin 

Survivors  include  his  wife,  McCain,  Lex- 

Mary;  sons,  Michael  K.  McClain,  ^^^^^^^Hington,  Tenn., 
Braxton,  and  Pat  Simon  and  Ted  mi^^pi^^and  Paul 

McCahi  McCain,  Toxey, 

OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND  Ala.;  sisters, 

A  priM.  Mn«na  and  aiyto to  ntMi •wwy  Thelma  Ursey,  Fairhope,  Ala., 

iiMd.  OuaMy  worfcmanahip  guarantoad.  NeO  ADen,  Po^aiviDe,  John- 

*®"’  Livingston,  Ala.,  and  Helen 

NORRIS  BtXNCMNmiM  CO.  ’ 

Bbb  mm  --  BtbbbwbA  MBs.  MMt  ^TlOdCtBluPCIl. 


FeDowship,  Mendenhall:  June  Netherland,  Pearl,  music;  John  L. 
20-23;  1 1  a.m.,  Sunday;  7  p.m.  Jones,  pastor, 
each  evening;  Billy  Ingram,  inter¬ 
im  pastor,  Beulah,  Magw,  evange-  First,  Coffeeville  (Yalobusha): 
list;  Hubert  Greer,  music;  George  June  20-25;  Sunday,  11  ajn.  &  1 
E  Meadows,  pastor.  p.m.;  Mon.-Fri.,  noon  &  7:30 

p.m.;  Mike  Smithey,  Marks,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Wayne  Baggett,  Decatur, 
Ala.,  music;  Truman  D.  Scarbor¬ 
ough,  pastor. 

Cloirerdale,  Natchez:  June  20- 
25;  7  nightly;  nursery  provided; 
Philip  Brown,  Gurdon,  Ark.,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Brown  Family  gospel 
singers,  music;  Weylanid  Gauntt, 
pastor. 


Mt.  Pleasant,  West:  June  20- 
25;  7:30  p.m.;  Larry  Edwards,  Mt. 
Ohve,  Ci^ll  Coo^,  evangelist; 
B.H.  Maxwell,  Pickens,  music; 
Muniell  Vitt,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
piaiBSt;  W.M  Daves,  pastor. 

Faith,  Siver  Creek  (Lawrence): 
June  2()-23;  7  nightly;  Joel  Evan- 
son,  Mendenhall,  evangelist;  James 


Revival  Pontotoc 

DOM  Wade 
Allen  retires 


Twnple  Church,  Big  Point,  hon¬ 
ored  Ruby  Dobbs,  right,  for  her  26 
years  of  service  as  church  treasurer 
on  May  16.  The  church  held  a 
reception  in  her  honor  and  present¬ 
ed  her  a  plaque  acknowledging  her 
dedication.  William  Lance  Hoggatt, 
left,  is  pastor.  < 


Westside,  Hazlehurst:  May  31- 

Junc  5;  extmded  services  one  day; 

Mike  Alexander,  Jayess,  evange¬ 
list;  1  profession  of  faith;  21 
rededications;  Larry  Hart,  pastor.  director  of  missions 

for  Pontotoc  Association,  will 
retire  after  16  years  of  service  on 
July  1.  A  reception  will  be  held  in 
his  honor  June  27  at  the  Pontotoc 
Baptist  Center,  Hwy.  15,  2-4:30 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 
Van  Winkle  stained  glass  carpel. 

steeples,  lighting 

Church  folding  doors. 

^  _  theater  seals 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

Wu  rmnodui  A  paint 


Homewood,  Forest:  June  20; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  worship, 
1 1  a.m.;  dinner  served;  memorial 
service  and  singing  by  the  Leaf 
River  Boys  at  1:30  p.m.;  James  T. 
Maddox,  pastor. 


He  who  knows  nothing  is  near¬ 
er  the  truth  than  he  whose  mind  is 
filled  with  falsehoods  and  errors. 
—  Thomas  Jefferson 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
6(X)  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 
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Life  and  Work 


keeping  on 


Bj  Chuck  Pourdau 
Philippians  3:l-lk 


I  bad  been  sharing  Christ  with  a  p^cular  46-year-okl 
man  for  some  montte  when  I  got  an  idea.  I  had  shared 
ScrqHure  about  salvation  time  and  time  agaiiL  I  finally 
decided  that  the  fact  that  my  pre-Christian  experience  had ' 
little  in  common  with  bis  was  a  brndranoe  to  bis  commit¬ 
ting  his  life  to  the  Lord.  So  I  invited  a  deacon  to  come  with 
me  and  share  his  testimony  with  this  man.  This  young  dea¬ 
con  had  lived  a  pre-Christian  life  that  was  very  similar  to 
the  man  to  whom  I  had  been  witnessing.  I  immediately  saw 
the  positive  effect  of  this  man’s  testimony.  I  believe  t^ 
testimony  was  the  difTerence  in  that  man  later  coming  to 
know  Ct^L 

God  can  really  ^ak  through  testimonies,  and  we’ve  all 
experienced  that.  Here  Paul  shares  a  wtnd  of  testimony  in 
an  effort  both  to  warn  and  challenge  his  readers. 

Paul’s  warning  (vv.  1-3).  Paul  warned  here,  as  else¬ 
where,  that  it  is  wrong  to  teach  that  the  rituals  of  Judaism 
were  binding  for  Christians.  Many  Jewish  Christians  were 
teaching  a  salvation  that  included  both  Jesus  and  Moses, 
both  grace  and  works.  Paul  referred  to  those  teachers  as 
dogs  and  told  the  Philippiaps  to  watch  out  for  them. 

It  is  not  uncommon  even  today  for  Christians  to  add  to 
the  requirements  of  the  gospel.  Too  often  we  ask  other 
believers  to  fit  into  our  narrow,  preconceived  notion  of 
what  a  Christian  is  to  be.  God  made  each  of  us  to  be  our¬ 
selves  in  Christ.  We  are  all  unique  under  God  and  must  not 
fall  into  the  frustrating  trap  of  trying  to  be  someone  other 
than  ourselves. 

Paul’s  personal  achievement  (w.  4-<).  The  false  teach¬ 
ers  were  pointing  to  their  personal  Jewish  achievements  as 
an  example  for  all  Christians  to  follow.  Paul  informed  his 
readers  that  no  one  had  outdone  him  in  fulfilling  the 
requirements  of  Judaism.  He  listed  some  of  his  Jewish  cre¬ 
dentials  and  then  stated  that  if  anyone  could  boast  about 
achievement  in  Judaism,  he  could.  He  had  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  persecute  the  Christian  church.  Yet  all  of  that  was 
rubbish  in  the  presence  of  Christ. 

This  teaches  us  that  impressive  religious  attainments  do 
nothing  to  bring  about  saJvation.  God  is  not  impressed  in 
what  we  do  for  him  but  in  what  he  does  in  us.  So  often  we 
base  our  salvation  or  our  right-standing  with  God  on  how 
faithful  we  are  in  our  religious  duties  JEvery  positive  min¬ 
istry  that  occurs  is  a  result  of  the  grace  of  God  at  work  in  a 
willing  believer.  Church  success  must  tK>t  lead  to  arro- 
garKe  but  to  greater  humility. 

Paul’s  Christian  testimony  (vv.  7-11).  When  Paul  met 
Christ,  everything  he  had  accomplished  became  worthless. 
Why?  Because  just  knowing  Christ  brought  far  greater  sat¬ 
isfaction  that  all  the  personal  accomplishments  of  an  entire 
lifetime.  He  now  knew  true  righteousness  that  came  from 
God  through  faith.  His  primary  corKem  was  now  to  "know 
Christ.”  The  most  wonderful  experience  in  life  is  not  a 
growing  Suixlay  School,  a  beautiful  singing  voice,  or  great 
eloquence.  It  is  knowing  Jesus.  All  else  pales  in  contrast. 
We  all  need  to  praise  G^  for  the  blessings  of  salvation. 

Paul’s  goal  (w.  12*14).  Paul’s  Jewish  experience  had 
led  to  arrogance,  but  his  Christian  experience  led  to  humili¬ 
ty.  Paul  has  no  illusions  of  perfection,  but  he  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  continue  to  try  to  be.  He  would  keep  pressing  toward 
the  mark  until  the  Lord  called  him  home.  He  had  come  a 
long  way,  but  he  refused  to  test  in  tus  progress. 

Paul’s  challenge  (vv.  15*16).  Paul  then  acknowledged 
the  fact  that  one  never  gets  to  the  point  that  he  Imows  or 
urxlerstands  everything.  He  just  has  to  trust  God  to  make 
those  things  clear  to  him.  Paul  then  pointed  out  something 
very  important.  He  challenged  the  Philippians  to  put  into 
practice  what  they  did  already  understand. 

Growing  in  (Christ  is  both  a  thrilling  and  frustrating  expe¬ 
rience:  thrilling  as  we  draw  closer  to  God  aixl  frustrating  as 
we  continue  to  sin.  Don  Ball  led  a  lay  renewal  at  our 
church  and  put  that  issue  into  perspective  with  an  analogy. 
As  we  draw  closer  to  God,  we  draw  closer  to  the  light.  As 
we  get  closer  to  the  light,  our  imperfections  show  up  much 
more  clearly  because  of  the  light.  We  must  rxrt  allow  that 
to  discourage  us  from  growing.  Rather  we  must  let  it 
encourage  us  to  allow  God  to  do  something  about  the 
imperfections.  Don’t  give  up.  Keep  on  keeping  on. 

Pourciau  is  pastor,  First  Church,  LouisviOe. 


Keep  on 


Old  sins  repeated 

9  By  Gay  A.  Hughes 

Isttah58,59 

Vance  Havnerpieadied,  "Christians  can  get  iitto  a  reli¬ 
gious  rut  and  frdl  into  a  mere  form  of  godliness  without 
power.  But  tile  true  discqrle  is  a  rebel  against  this  age 
because  the  friend  of  the  wmld  is  the  enemy  of  (3od.  The 
Christian  life  is  a  revolution  and  a  levctintioo  is  the  opnosile 
of  a  rut,  wfakfa  is  only  a  grave  with  both  ends  knocked  out” 
Isaiah’s  dNcription  of  Israel’s  empty  ritual  and  sinful 
behavior  teaches  that  people  today  can  aDow  empty  ritual 
and  anfal  behavior  to  separate  thm  from  God.  Tt^  sepan- 
tion  is  dangerous  because  it  always  leads  to  death.  Those 
who  practice  empty  ritual  possess  a  dead  faith  which  is  no 
faith  at  alL 

Condciuiation  of  meaningly  rdigioas  ritual  (58:2- 
9a).  Many  of  the  Israelites  continued  in  their  dead  ^th, 
meeting  daily  for  the  sake  of  meeting,  with  no  diange  in 
lifestyk.  The  peofde  were  eager  to  l^w  God’s  ways  but 
expressed  little  desire  to  live  God’s  ways.  Hypocrisy  was 
rampant  and  God  was  upset.  A  vivid  example  of  their  insin¬ 
cerity  was  in  the  manner  in  which  they  fasted. 

The  origin  of  fasting  is  unkiwwn.  This  veduntary  absti¬ 
nence  from  food  was  most  often  associated  with  mourning 
and  repentance.  David  fasted  during  the  illness  of  a  child  (2 
Sam.  12:16-23),  and  Ahab  fasted  after  his  confrontation 
with  Elijah  (1  ^ngs  21:27).  These  were  personal  examples 
of  fasting  w^e  mourning  and  in  repentance. 

Fasting  sometimes  had  a  national  significance  to  Israel  as 
seen  in  1  Samuel  7:6  and  2  Samuel  1: 12.  At  such  times, 
some  of  the  people  were  sincere  while  others  were  "putting 
on  a  show.”  Isaiah  saw  through  the  charade  and  punicly 
condemned  the  people  for  it.  It  was  rxH  enough  for  them  to 
deny  themselves  food  while,  because  of  their  wickedness, 
others  went  hungry.  They  would  leave  the  place  of  worsfaiif 
self-sanctified  a^  depart  to  wreak  havoc  in  the  lives  of  oth¬ 
ers.  A  good  motto  for  their  church  bulletin  would  have  read, 
“Enter  to  worship,  depart  to  destroy,”  for  that  is  how  tiiey 
lived.  They  had  forgotten  that  true  worship  will  result  in  our 
manifesting  God’s  love  to  our  fellow  man. 

Many  are  unaware  that  our  Declaration  of  IndependetKe 
did  tx>t  come  into  being  until  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  had 
been  observed.  Appointed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  the 
day  of  fasting  was  kept  by  all  the  colonies  on  May  17, 1776. 
At  that  time  in  our  hirtory,  God  and  the  Bible  were  given 
more  reverence  and  recognition  than  they  are  today.  When 
the  nation  was  finally  bom,  our  forefathers  rang  the  Liberty 
Bell  with  great  enthusiasm,  arxl  a  legend  says  tiiat  it  crack^ 
as  they  ze^ously  proclaimed  their  fr^om. 

Years  later  the  w^te  Qiapel  Foundry  of  London  offered 
to  recast  the  huge  carillon,  Imt  their  proposal  was,  of  course, 
refused.  Apparently  the  symbolic  value  of  the  damaged  bell, 
which  recalls  the  religious  and  patriotic  fervor  of  those  early 
days,  is  something  that  Americans  still  wish  to  preserve. 

This  in  itself  is  good;  but  in  view  of  our  nation’s  moral 
decline,  the  crack  may  also  suggest  a  break  in  our  basic 
ideals  and  a  serious  defect  in  our  spiritual  attitudes. 

People  separated  firom  God  by  sin  (59:1*3).  You  would 
think  the  captivity  in  Babylon  would  have  taught  everyone  a 
lesson  in  ob^ence.  This  was  txM  the  case.  Some  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  elected  to  remain  in  Babylon.  Others  returned  and  con- 
tiraied  to  live  in  disobedieoce.  In  these  verses  Isaiah  reminds 
his  pe^Ie  the  cost  of  rebellion  is  hi^  -r  separation  from 
God.  The  harxls  they  lifted  in  worship  were  defiled  with  the 
soil  of  a  sinful  life  and  God  had  no  cmice  but  to  turn  his 
face.  Sin  alienates  us  from  God  and  prevents  us  from  receiv¬ 
ing  his  blessings. 

C.H.  Spurgeon  once  said,  “If  I  had  a  brother  who  had  been 
murdered,  what  would  you  think  of  me  if  I...  daily  consorted 
with  the  assassin  who  drove  the  dagger  into  my  brother’s 
heart;  surely  I,  too,  must  be  an  accomplice  in  tire  crime.  Sin 
murdered  Christ;  will  you  be  a  frierxl  to  it?  Sin  pierced  the 
heart  of  the  Incarnate  God;  can  you  love  it?” 

"O  my  God,  /  am  ashamed  and  blush  to  my  face  to 
thee,  my  God:  for  our  iniquities  are  increased  over  our  head, 
and  our  trespass  is  grown  up  unto  the  heavens”  (Ezra  9:6). 

"He  that  covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper:  but  whoso 
confesseth  and forsaketh  them  shall  have  mercy"  (Prov. 
28:13). 

Hughes  is  pastor,  Friendship  Church,  Grenada. 


Confidence  in  God 


By  Laura  Russell 
Acts  12:1*5, 11*16, 24 


As  we  see  calamity  and  suffering  atoutKl  us,  we  must 
remember  that  we  live  in  a  faUen  world  where  good  behav¬ 
ior  is  not  always  rewarded  and  bad  behaviOT  is  not  always 
punished.  Sin  has  twisted  justice  and  made  our  world 
nnpiedictaUe  and  ugly.  Birt  this  does  not  end  in  despair, 
^tfa  in  God  is  justified  even  when  our  situations  look 
hopeless.  Faith  based  on  rewards  or  prosperity  is  hoUow. 

To  be  unshakable,  fruth  must  be  built  on  the  confidence  that 
God’s  ultimate  purpose  will  come  to  pass. 

Persecution  undv  Herod  (w.  1-4).  This  King  Iferod 
was  Heixxl  Agrippa  I.  He  was  partly  Jewish,  and  the 
Romans  had  appointed  him  to  rule  over  most  of  Palestine. 
Ife  moved  against  the  Christians  in  wder  to  please  the  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  opposed  them,  hoping  to  stHulify  his  posi¬ 
tion.  Herod  did  all  he  could  to  make  himself  popular  with 
the  Jews. 

Herod  beheaded  James,  and  saw  that  it  pleased  the  Jews 
so  much  that  he  arrested  Peter  but  postponed  his  execution 
until  after  the  feast  of  Passover.  T^  was  a  strategic  move 
because  more  Jews  were  in  the  city  than  usual  and  Herod 
could  impress  more  people. 

Prayers  of  the  diutxh  (v.  5).  While  Peter  was  confined 
in  prison,  the  church  prayed  earnestly  on  his  behalf.  The 
believers  were  praying  for  his  safety.  The  earnest  prayer  of 
the  church  significantly  affected  the  outcome  of  these 
events.  Prayer  changes  things.  Is  this  kind  of  praying  of  any 
value  in  our  own  day?  We  may  not  be  able  to  open  prison 
doors,  cure  incurable  diseases,  save  pec^le  from  death,  or 
avert  accidents  by  our  intercession;  yet  we  know  with  con¬ 
viction  that  there  is  value  in  this  kind  of  praying.  The 
(Thristian  who  prays  in  behalf  of  someone  receives  a  bless¬ 
ing  because  his  mind  is  focused  on  others,  and  the  person 
for  whom  he  prays  receives  courage,  confidence,  and  sup¬ 
port.  We  have  assurance  firom  the  Scripture  arxi  personal 
experience  that  God  answers  such  prayers  accor^g  to  his 
grace  and  purpose. 

Peter’s  release  (w.  11*12).  On  the  night  before  his  exe¬ 
cution,  Peter  was  miraculously  released.  Luke  says  that  an 
angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  in  the  cell  arxl  woke  Peter, 
telling  him  to  “get  up  quickly.”  His  “chains  fell  off’  and  the 
angel  commanded  him  to  get  dressed.  He  followed  the 
or^r  and  went  with  the  angel.  Throughout,  Peter  was  in  a 
daze  as  though  he  were  dreaming.  The  angel  led  him  past 
the  first  and  second  guards,  through  the  gate,  and  out  to  the 
street.  There  the  angel  left  him.  Peter  recovered  and  real¬ 
ized  what  had  happened. 

Response  of  the  church  (vv.  13*16).  The  prayers  of  the 
little  group  of  believers  were  answered,  even  as  they 
prayed.  But  when  the  answer  arrived  at  the  door,  they 
didn’t  believe  it  When  the  maid  who  answered  Peter’s 
knock  recognized  the  apostle’s  voice,  she  rushed  back  to 
the  assembled  church,  leaving  Peter  standing  at  the  locked 
gate.  When  Peter  was  finally  admitted,  his  Mends  broke 
into  excited  questions,  atKl  te  had  to  motion  diem  to  be 
silent.  We  must  note  what  the  Christians  were  doing  in  that 
house.  They  were  praying.  When  they  were  up  against  it 
and  had  nowhere  to  go,  they  went  to  God. 

Continuing  work  of  God  (v.  24).  In  verse  24,  our  atten¬ 
tion  is  called  to  another  summary  account  by  the  writer  of 
Acts.  Now  that  the  threat  of  persecution  by  the  political 
authority  had  been  stemmed  by  the  death  of  Herod  Agrip¬ 
pa,  the  ^urch  witnessed  more  freedom  in  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  of  God. 

Although  God  is  present  everywhere,  at  times  he  may 
seem  far  away.  This  may  cause  us  to  feel  alone  and  to 
doubt  his  care  for  us.  We  should  serve  God  for  who  he  is. 
not  what  we  feel.  Ife  is  never  insensitive  to  our  suffering. 
Because  God  alone  is  sufficient,  we  can  and  must  put  our 
confidence  in  him. 

Russell  is  a  member  of  First  Church,  Brandon. 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

^lUaqe 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27. 

Clinton.  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Mr.  A  Mro.  Olho  S.  JoIbmi  Jr. 
Mr»»  Carturtat  War4 
Th»  Tommy  Hanoock  Famly 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  hst  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  diis  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopehilly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mn.  Adelaide  R.  Powell 
GeraMlM  Webb 
Mra.  Claudette  B.  lonee  A  Paika 
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Mr.  IhoiM  L.  WUey  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mre.  Gerald  Dau^ietcy 
Mr.  TbeiM  Lamar  WUcy.  Sr. 
Mn.  RuA  S.  Tenoyeon 
Rudi  Sunday  School  FBC  l\jpelo 
Dr.  A  Mn.  William  Hilbun 
Mn.  Carolyn  Down* 

Mr.  A  Mr*.  Jimmy  W.  Pryor 
Olntott  WllUnaon 
Me.  Efane  WiAmeon 


Dr.  ChmoQ  E  WaBaoa 
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Mr.  A  Mn.  Robert  N.  Gnutfinn 
Mrs.Nf  MMUcr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Billy  Reevee 
K.T.  MkM,Jr. 

Mn.  J.W.  Rofabiiw 
LmMItchall 

Mr.  A  M».  VfDccnc  MuUinf 
Ewell  Moore 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Abb  M.  Henry  Jr. 
Linda  L.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  W.  Carpeotor 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bill  Davie 
Mlm  Marjarie  Moors 
Mr.  A  Mn.  D.S.  Bowerinf 
Mn.  W.S.  Hanunorrd 
Mrs.  Fraocm  Moors 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J£.  Ridb  A  Faraly 
Randy  Moors 
Mre.  MI.  McWilHnm 
Mrs.  AX.  Mom 
Mn.  J.W.  Pope 
Robert  Pope 
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Roy  Murray 

Senior  Aduh  Sunday  Sdiool, 
Stloam  BC 
Brandi  Myere 
Miea  Jaiwtto  Nowell 
Mn.  AIM  Nowell 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ihomae  M.  Whitfield 
Rov.  JA.  Stewart 
Mn.  Adelaide  R.  Powell 
Mr.  T  J.  Slogrtcr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Geoi;|c  Chadwick 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  J.  Samion*  Jr. 
Kenneth  Stone 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Darrell  Dickeo* 

Mr.  Larcrl  Strahan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Alien  R  M^  Jr. 
ghtttow  Striaiar 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Don  RasrI*  A  Donald 
CodlStebba 

Sooioc  Aduh  Sunday  ScAmoI, 
Shady  Grove  BC 
Irta  Ragan  Sutton 
Mrs.  Emma  Be  Ik  Sutton 


March  1, 1993- 
March  31, 1993 


Mre.  TJ.  Jolineon 
Tina  Lofttn 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hetmm  L.  DungmJr. 
Mr.WJ>.LMIoa,Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Lurtier  R.  Adame 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stefbeo  J.  Smilh 
Mr.  A  Mn.  John  B.  Robottaoo  Ir. 
Mrs.  Emma  Belle  Sutton 


MEMORIALS 


Mn.  Wihna  Rhea 
Mr.  Lowery  RMgoway 
Mr.  A  Mn.  WUUm  C.  WUecn 
Mrs.  Nora  Rkbcn 
ComorstOBO  Claes,  Tensile  BC 
Sonny  Ronch 
Jodi  Hardy 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Hank  Robison 
Mrs.  JoAc  Roberaon 
Mn.  Joe  C.  Crawford 
Mrs.  DortaJ.  Roberto 
Mn.  Mary  Prmoe*  Sasser 
liouny  D.  Rohtiiaan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Barry  VanDevendor 
Mis.  Addle  B.  Rodgers 
Mr.  JwttM  W.Ontin  Jr. 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Scan  Majun 
Mrs.  WUUara  D.  Logan 
Mre.lnexHoUj* 

Mr.  Janm  Lott 
Mr.  AMn.DonO.BAer 
Mrs.  Myrlo  Lott 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Ralph  E  Van  Ni 
Mr.  Leonard  LoWaca 
Mr.  A  Mn.  EH.  Scruggs 
Larry  Luetas 
Mr.  David  Whin 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  F.  Moore  ir. 

Mrs.  Nona  Mao  WUHaoni 
Mr.  A  Mr*.  W.T  McNair  A  Fnrnly 
Mrs.  Ruby  WUNams 
Mn.  O.C.  Givens 
hks.  Tina  WIIMam 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  Roecoe  Hcaron  Jr. 
Pal  Wimams 
Ora  B^het  Chufch 
Piraia  Tfcaauie  Oub. 

Psnl  High  School 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Janmio  F.  Bsggott 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Olan  Cross 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thn  Ihibey. 
Mrs.  Lamar  Hurst 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  JR.  Colam m  Jr. 


Mr.  David  Whin 

Spsnotr  R.  LudMs 

Mr.  David  Whin 

Wahsmaco  Lundqi 


Aduh  n  Bibk  Cass.  Galilee  BC 
Mr.  Jack  Wllaan 
Mn.  Floyd  Griffin 
hfr.  Zip  Wbidham 
Mn.  Lois  T.  Kannody 


Mias  Earlina  Woods 
Rev.  May  A.  Tyultt 
Mr.  Howard  GramAam 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Edwm  Orkaem 
hke.  PaidfeBO  Mulhm 
Bobhtey 

Mrs.  L^ar  L.  Oowm  A  Fmaily 
Mr.  HouMan  MiAdery 


Can  you  help  make 
our  house  a  home? 


Several  of  our  cottages 
need: 

Twin  or  Full  Bedspreads 
Pictures/Wall  Decorations 
Christmas  Decorations 
Small  Appliances  j 

Kitchen  Items 
Furniture 
Curtains 
Linens 


Mr,  A  Mrs.  Drew  JaHsoet 

Oroshsr  BfoAsn  Inc. 

Mr.  A  lAs.  LanAa  Sinn 

ArfaKondHchi 

Y^a  Sttoat  BafNisi  Church 

Hsfmm,  Sbssott  A  Chrimottbsv 

Mn.  Marilyfi  Weak* 

Cams 

Mr.  ONn  Higgs 

Mra.AlmnKny 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Pahmttroc 

Mn.  Mny  NsO  Moy 

BomettHIH 

Rttkyo  B.  (Wnmno)  Ung 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  RR.  Hill 

Mr.HoibsrtR.Will^ 

JmryHin 

Bond  Myers  KnigM 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  T.  Scott 

Mr.  A  kAs.  TJL  MrDnwoll 

hfr.  Thomm  H.  HHJ 

IW.RayKaithI 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wilinu  R.  DafsTAaiigJi 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ontts  Burhmm 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mas  Hughes 

hAs.DtekKMgld 

Mn.WRrm  HW 

Mn.  DowAy  R.  Allsn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 

hAs-VeroLaidi^ 

BddloHobdy 

Forest  Bipliat  Clmch 

Ms.  beta  W.  Orahwn 

JooK.  Laird 

BOly  Ray  Hodges 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jmk  B.  Martin 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Eugsm  Culpepper 

kAa.  VdMa  LoAbmt 

Mr.  BUly  Ray  Hodges 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  W.  Kitts 

Rov.  A  Mrs.  H.T.  Senborough 

Ms.  Jacyolina  W.  Wliinniie 

Roby  Hod  goo 

VttWotanAni 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rtiby  Nndor 

Mn.  BilBa  T.  Hkay 
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Team  of  Mississippi  women  makes  the  Alaska  connection 


Apprehensive.  Webster  .says  the 
word  means  troubled  by  fears; 
anxious;  uneasy.  For  the  ladies  of 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Valdez, 
Alaska,  it  best  describes  the  visit 
last  October  from  six  Mississippi 
women.  Not  many  “church 
groups”  from  “big”  churches  in 
the  South  ever  get  to  Valdez! 

Wonderful.  Webster  says  that 
word  means  what  causes  wonder, 
marvelous,  amazing.  Webster 
might  be  surprised  to  learn  it  more 
accurately  describes  the  aftermath 
of  the  Mi.s.sissippians’  visit  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  located  in  the 
southern  terminal  city  of  the  AJas- 
ka  Pipeline,  where  the  giant 
tankers  are  loaded  with  North 
Slope  oil.  ~ 

WMU,  in  this  town  of  4,000 
located  306  miles  ea.st  of  Anchor¬ 
age,  for  several  years  has  resem¬ 
bled  efforts  of  whipping  a  sick 
horse,  if  not  a  dead  one.  There 
were  jump  starts,  whinnying 
.sounds,  and  even  times  when  it 
went  “once  around  the  track,”  but 
basically  the  results  were  disap¬ 
pointing. 

When  the  women  from  Missis¬ 
sippi  came,  each  area  of  the 
woman’s  program  was  represent¬ 
ed;  WMU,  Dell  Scoper,  Bw,  Joan 
Tyler;  BYW,  Janqie  Welborn; 
Acteens,  Diane  White;  G.A.,  Mau-.> 
dine  Dudley;  and  Mission  Friends, 
Betty  Roberts.  Each  gave  an 
excellent  presentation,  so  now 
what  should  happen?  The  women 
should  start  a  WMU,  then  the 
other  groups  follow.  Right? 
Wrong! 


Diane  spoke  to  orte  of  the  women 
of  FBC  on  a  personal  basis.  “Dee, 
(Dee  Hodges  of  FBC)  take 
courage.  If  only  two  girls  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  Acteeas  then  go  with  two!” 

Prophetic  words  seldom  sound 
like  prophecy,  but  sure  enough! 
Only  two  were  interested  when 
Dee  tried  to  follow  that  advice. 
The  words  of  Diane  White  kept 
ringing  in  her  ears,  so  with  two 
girls.  Dee  held  her  first 
Acteen  meeting  shortly 
after  the  group  left. 

By  November  the  two 
had  grown  to  five.  Lisa 
Medaris,  a  member  of 
FBC,  taught  the  girls  how 
to  make  Mexican  tortillas. 

With  a  lot  of  effort  and 
careful  instructions,  they  . 
had  an  “authentic”  Mexi-  Ai 
can  dinner,  complete  with 
hot  peppers! 

December  brought 
increased  enthusiasm  with 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  The  girls  gave  a 
skit,  m^e  cookies  for  for¬ 
eign-language-speaking 
people  in  the  community,  and  took 
each  ethnic  group  a  Bible  in  their 
own  language.  How  surprised  they 
were  to  find  two  Spanish,  one 
Korean,  two  Vietnamese,  two 
Thai,  and  one  Chinese  family  in  a 
town  so  small.  Imagine  their  sur¬ 
prise,  also,  when  they  discovered 
they  had  missed  sevei^  groups! 

First,  Valdez,  averages  about 
100  in  Sunday  School.  Groups 
from  Mississippi  are  coming  tUs 
summer  to  help  in  an  enlargemeiM 


By  Gene  Medaris 

and  remodeling  program.  Loan 
payments  hav^  increased  signifi¬ 
cantly,  yet  the  Lottie  Moon  Christ¬ 
mas  Offering  was  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  church;  $4,528!  That 
makes  the  Sunday  School  average 
$45.28  per  member. 

By  tl^  time  the  new  year  began, 
the  girls  had  seven  “regulars”  and 
a  few  “not-so-regulars”  in  their 
growing  group.  A  slumber  party 


ALASKA 


was  planned  arxl  the  pastor’s  wife, 
Jane  Medaris,  taught  the  girls 
about  colors  and  dress  as  they 
relate  to  skin  tone.  The  immediate 
response  was,  “Can  we  learn 
makeup  next  time?” 

The  excitement  of  the  Acteens 
was  not  to  be  contained,  and  they 
planned  a  “Tacky  Tourist  Party” 
for  the  Wednesday  night  fellow¬ 
ship  dinner,  featuring  people 
unreached  by  the  go^l  in  In^a, 
Africa,  and  China.  The  Acteens 


served  foods  from  these  countries 
as  the  congregation  sat  dressed  as 
tourists  —  loud  shirts,  cameras, 
straw  hats,  etc.  Everyone  seemed 
to  get  into  the  spirit.  As  dinner 
ended,  the  “plane”  was  “hijacked” 
to  Mexico.  A  pinata,  filled  with 
lots  of  candy,  became  the  focal 
point,  until  one  blindfolded^oy 
connected  dead  center  with  the 
p^r  mache  burro  made  by  one  of 
the  girls,  and  scattered 
candy  everywhere. 

On  Sunday,  one  of  the 
Acteen  girls,  Jenny,  gave  a 
report  on  the  unreached 
people  of  the  world,  little 
did  anyone  know  the  Holy 
Spirit  was  at  work  in  her 
heart. 

In  March,  their  emphasis 
focused  on  the  unreached 
people  in  the  USA.  Jenny 
became  very  argumentative 
with  the  other  girls.  Soon, 
they  were  in  the  pastor’s 
office  with  all  of  them  in 
tears,  but  they  were  tears  of 
joy!  Jenny  had  accepted 
Christ  during  their  tense 
moments  of  argument. 

The  excitement  carried  over  into 
April  and  added  to  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  Annie  Armstrong  East¬ 
er  offering  with  another  skit. 
Again,  they  chose  to  involve  the 
adults  through  the  fellowship  din¬ 
ner  on  Wednesday  evening. 
Ei^y-eight  people  showed  up  to 
“Pin  the  Pepperoni  on  the  Pizza” 
(beats  “Pin  the  Tail  on  the  Don¬ 
key”  version)  and  hear  about 
home  missions  too. 


The  Acteen  enthusiasm  has 
spawned  enough  excitement  in  the 
boys  to  start  two  Royal  Ambas¬ 
sador  groups  with  wilderness  trips 
and  mountain  climbing  as  part  of 
their  experiences. 

More  than  50  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tists  will  converge  on  Valdez 
between'  June  12  and  July  20  this 
summer.  They  will  help  finish 
what  was  started  by  the  Singles’ 
Department  of  First  Church  of 
Gulfport  in  June  1992. 

The  remodeled  and  redecorated 
auditorium,  additional  ,  educational 
space,  and  a  real  fiberglass  church 
steeple  will  welcome  the  fall  pro¬ 
gram  in  a  renewed  outreach  for 
Christ.  They  will  be  invited  to  “the 
most  beautiful  house  of  worship  in 
Valdez”  —  at  least  that  is  what 
our  hearts  say. 

Thanks,  Mississippi  Baptists, 
from  the  Baptists  in  Valdez  for  the 
Missis.sippi  Connection  with  “little 
Switzerland,”  Valdez,  Alaska, 
where  590  iiKhes  of  snow  fell  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  of  1990.  That 
amount  gave  us  the  record  for  the 
most  siK>w  for  any  city  at  sea  level 
in  the  world.  Your  help  will  warm 
our  hearts  for  many  winters  to 
come.  <’ 

Medaris  is  pastor,  First 
Church,  Valdez,  Alaska.  i 

In  addition  to  its  partnership 
project  with  the  nation  of  Zim¬ 
babwe,  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  is  in  partnership 
with  the  state  convention  of 
Alaska,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Brotherhood  Department  of 
the  MBCB. 


God’s  plan  of  salvation 

1.  God  loves  all  persons  —  “But  God  commendeth  his  love  toward 
us,  in  that,  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  (Thrist  died  for  us”  (Rom.5;8). 

“For  Gt^  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  son.  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life” 
(John  3;  16). 

2.  But  all  persons  are  sinners  —  “For  all  have  sinned,  arxl  come 
short  of  the  glory  of  God”  (Rom.  3;23). 

“For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death;  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
through  Jesus  (Thrist  our  Lord”  (Rom.  6;23). 

3.  'The  Holy  Spirit  convicts  you  of  sin  —  “And  when  he  is  come,  he 
will  reprove  the  world  of  sin...  because  they  believe  not  on  me”  (John 
16;8-9y 

4.  Your  i-esponse  is  to  repent  of  sin  —  “...ftM- 1  am  not  come  to  call 
the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance”  (Matt.  9;  13). 

“...the  kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand;  repent  ye,  arxl  believe  the  gospel” 
(Markl;25).  i 

5.  And  to  trust  (place  faith)  in  Christ  as  Savior  and  Lord  —  “That 
if  thou  shah  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in 
thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved. 
For  with  the  heart  man  beUeveth  unto  righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  urMo  salvation....For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved”  (Rom.  10;9-10, 13X 

4.  Pray  for  salvation  —  Lord  Jesus,  I  confess  to  you  that  I  am  a  sin¬ 
ner.  I  believe  that  you  died  for  my  sin  and  that  God  has  raised  you  from 
the  dead.  I  repent  of  my  sin,  and  I  ask  you  to  forgive  me  and  to  save  me 
from  my  sin  right  now.  Thank  yon  for  saving  me  and  giving  me  eternal 
life.  In  Your  name  I  pray.  AmeiL 

First  Steps  of  Obedience 

1.  Publicly  confess  your  faith  —  “Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess 
me  before  men,  him  will  I  confess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.  But  whosoever  shall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny 
before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven”  (Matt  10:32-33). 

2.  Follow  the  Lord  in  baptisni  —  “Then  they  that  gladly  received  his 
word  were  baptized;  and  the  same  day  there  were  mUed  unto  them  sbodt 
three  thousand  souls”  (Acts  2;41). 

3.  Join  a  BiMe-bcHeving  chnrch — The  person  who  shared  this  plan 
of  salvation  with  you  can  tell  you  how  to  become  a  member  of  a  Bibk- 
believing  church  where  you  can  find  new  Oiristian  friends  and  grow  in 
your  new  life  in  Chrisi. 


Newest  in  Books 


The  Bible  —  Applyuig  God’s 
Word  to  Your  Life,  by  Charles 
R.  Swindoll.  (Broadman,  125 
pages).  Discovering  doctrine  and 
seeing  its  importance  can  encour¬ 
age  you  like  nothing  else. 

The  Family  of  God  —  Under¬ 
standing  Your  Role  in  the  Body 
of  Christ  hy  Charles  R.  Swin¬ 
doll.  (Broadman,  158  pages). 
Another  in  the  Growing  Deep  in 
the  (Christ  Life  Study  Se^. 

Holman  Student  Bible  Dictio- 
IUU7,  edited  by  Karen  Dockery, 
Johnie  and  Phyllis  Godwin. 
(Broadman).  Designed  spedficaDy 
for  studeras  and  youth  leaders. 


Linguistics  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Interpretation,  edited  by 
David  Allan  Black.  (Broadman, 
319  pages).  Combining  linguistic 
insig^  and  biblical  scholar^p. 

Church  Planting  and  the 
African-American  Community, 
by  Joe  S.  RatHff  and  Michael  J. 
Cox.  (Broadman,  112  pages). 
Methods  and  insights  being  used 
by  two  successful  black  pastors. 

The  Protestant  Wedding 
Sourcebook,  by  Sidney  F.  Batts. 
(Westminister/John  Knox  Press, 
192  pp.;  $21.95).  A  complete 
guide  for  developing  your  own 
service. 


The  Incredible  Life  Story  of 
Jungle  Pilot  George  Boggs,  by 
Gloria  Graham.  (Mission  Avia¬ 
tion  Fellowship,  $10).  The  story  of 
Fran  and  George  Boggs’  three 
decades  of  missionary  service  in 
New  CJuinca. 

Marriage  Savers,  by  Michael 
J.  McManus.  (Zond^anPublish- 
ingHouse,  283  pp).  Helping  your 
friends  and  family  stay  marr^. 


Bibliociph 

By  OmHm  Aimr 
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KOZEZ  ZUAT  ESMY  LAH,  AC  MLYE  RUSZM 

PODA(X;o/  UDD  MLASIZ  UNO  BYZZAPDO  MY 

LAH  MLUM  PODA(XX)ML. 

HUNX  SASa  MQ06MF-MLN00 

Haor  fun  with  cryptogmpky  mnd  exercue  your  BMe  humMgr.  A  lUng 
fumes  Version  BMe  verse  hus  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The 
seme  letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzxk.  Solve  by  trisi  end  error. 
^AmtPtr  to  lest  week’s  puzzle:  Mettiiew  Nine:  Thrity-eight. 
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